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Questions to be addressed

Please find attached a list of questions in no particular order of significance. We can rank and rephrase them in any way you deem fit. The way they are phrased now they start with basic ideas and gradually lead to more complex issues.  

1. What are the key aspects of the two concepts? 
a. How do these key aspects tie in and link up with the applied quality assurance system? 
2. Which potential overlaps and reference points do they generate and imply?

3. Which means of articulation between them could be anticipated?

4. Which elements are diametrically opposed and cannot be reconciled? 

5. Are there elements of both systems, which can be excluded from our discussions?

6. ECVET cultivates an approach of accumulating bundles (units) of learning outcomes without a temporal dimension (workload) while ECTS intrinsically links learning outcomes to workload (thus emphasising progression). We therefore face the critical double dichotomy of static vs. progressive and relative significance (ECVET) vs. actual workload (ECTS) expressed in credit points.

a. Could a common approach to modules signal an overarching frame both systems could relate to? 

b. Which transparency criteria would module descriptions have to fulfil in order to be mutually understandable, recognisable and translatable?
7. Is it possible and feasible to measure learning outcomes both in HE and VET by both credit systems? 

a. Would it be interesting to find a “typical” HE programme/ course or module and allocate ECVET credits to its learning outcomes and compare with the ECTS credits be traditionally allocated. 

b. On the 
other hand side we could try to take a VET programme/course/ module and allocate ECTS 
credits to its learning outcomes and again compare to ECVET credits belonging to these learning outcomes? 

c. What might be practical approaches to introducing a two-layered system? (E.g. would it be workable to introduce a colour–coded system, where the intensity of the colour corresponds to the ECVET value and how important it is in the overall scheme of learning outcomes) 

8. What would be the consequences (advantages/disadvantages) for different stakeholders (students, teachers, administration)?

9. Which conditions would need to be in place to launch a pioneering project, which operates with both systems?

