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· Calendar - Upcoming events regarding ECVET
The Recommendation of the Council and the European Parliament on ECVET should be adopted on May 11-12, 2009 by the Council, and officially signed by both the Council and the EP at the beginning of the summer of 2009. This will launch the calendar of ECVET as planned in the Recommendation:

( 2012: Date of the official implementation of ECVET by the Member States

( 2014: Date of the possible revision of the Recommendation on ECVET following the Commission’s report.

In order to accompany this political development of ECVET, several events have been planed at EU level, in which the ECVET pilot projects will be involved:

	( 20 May 2009, Prague: Political launching conference of ECVET. All ECVET projects’ promoters have been invited in order to represent the 10 selected pilot projects.
( 28-29 May 2009, Thessaloniki: First meeting of a CEDEFOP (European Centre for the Development of Vocational Training) working group which will explore the links between ECVET and ECTS. We have been personally invited by the CEDEFOP to participate in it. This will be the occasion for us to nourish our project, especially WP2.
( November 2009, place tbc: Technical conference on ECVET: the projects representatives (promoters + partners) will normally be invited. 


The projects are thus expected to work together, to interact with each other and to build a “community of ECVET”. The Commission has high expectations concerning the outcomes of the selected projects, which should represent examples for the ECVET world. 

· The other ECVET projects
- Nine other projects have been selected in the framework of the ECVET call for proposals; one project also voluntary participates in the coordination activities of the ECVET pilot projects (see info sheets of the selected projects in the attached Bulletin). 
- Most of the projects will have a sectorial approach of ECVET. Each project intends to test ECVET in one or two identified sectors: performing arts, hairdressing, automation, automobile services, floristry, woodworking, tourism, aeronautics, chemical sector, car mechanics, etc. 

- Some of the projects build upon existing networks or previous experimentations. This is for example the case of the OPIR project, the ECVET ASSET project, the SME Master + project and the AEROVET project. 
- Most of the projects intend to test ECVET through mobility phases.
The originality of our Be-TWIN project is that we are the only project which aim is to explore further the relationship between ECVET and ECTS, though other projects mention it (i.e. CREDCHEM project, AEROVET project). Also, in terms of the broadness of the partnership and of the subjects and sectors addressed, our project is more ambitious than the majority of the other selected projects. 
· The coordination of the ECVET projects through GHK
The consulting firm GHK has been selected by the European Commission in order to coordinate the work of the selected projects, so that they don’t work in isolation and learn from each other. 

This first seminar was intended to gather all projects’ promoters in order to enable them to get to know each other and their projects better. Also, GHK presented the different tools that will be deployed in order to foster the cooperation of the projects throughout their lifetimes and beyond. 
Three main instruments have been developed:

( An internet website: http://www.ecvet-projects.eu/
( All partners are requested to visit this website and to send the link to relevant partner organisations in their countries and networks.

( Stratford College in particular should reflect on how our own website should build upon this website and be complementary in order to avoid duplication.

( A Bulletin, which is to be published three times per year. The projects’ partners are expected to contribute to the Bulletins and to disseminate this newsletter to their networks. 
( In order to start this dissemination activity, please send me a mailing list of the organisations which you would like to send the Bulletin to before May 11, 2009.
( ECVET seminars, which will take place three times a year:
	Schedule for 2009:

( 23-24 April, Brussels

( 2-3 July, Paris

( 19-20 October, Berlin


Provisional topics addressed by the next seminars: 

· Understanding qualifications and how to formulate learning outcomes in view of credit transfer
· Description of vocational qualifications in units of learning outcomes
· The organisation of partnerships to support credit transfer and accumulation
( Depending on the topics addressed, we will ask two partners to take part in the next seminar in Paris as soon as possible.
· Other issues 
GHK presented several projects related to our topic, in particular past and present EQF projects. 

( The partners, in particular the participants of WP2 (Methodology) are invited to inform themselves about these projects, in particular those which issues seem very close to Be-TWIN’s:
- The VQTS project: http://vqts.netletter.at/

- The Competence Orientation and Learning Outcomes in Higher Education project: www.he-leo-project.eu
- The €FA project: www.eu-efa.eu
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