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List of minimal standards for UNICA Universities

Proposal

This proposal is meant to be the beginning of discussion on the minimal standards of accessibility, common for all UNICA members. 

The standards of accessibility are based on the assumption that persons with disabilities have the same right to receive higher education as their not disabled peers. Therefore, it is responsibility of the universities to provide the adequate to each person with disabilities services and/or adjustments, which goal is to equalize the chances of this person by compensating the effects of disabilities resulting in the academic life.

In consequence, services and adjustments for persons with disabilities become the regular (not additional) element of the overall service of the university.

Following principles should be taken into consideration when the universities create their own solutions for accessibility:

1. Services and adjustments offered to achieve the accessibility of any area of life of the university cannot reduce the academic requirements of the course, so during the analysis of effectiveness of particular service, the first step to be done is to define the essential element of the course, and verify whether the service doesn’t influence it in the negative way.

2. The services and adjustments must be reasonable. It means that universities offer only such solutions which are, not dangerous for sustaining the other key functions of the university and do not break the university budget.

General standards:

1. University has an official document/statement on equal rights, which specifically describes the university policies and procedures concerning persons with disabilities.

2. University has a special unit or at least one full time employee to coordinate availability of the services.

3. University guarantees the freedom of choice of the studies for all persons despite their disabilities.

4.  University guarantees full participation of persons with disabilities in any academic or social aspect of university life.

5. University has clear regulations of eligibility for services and adjustments.
6. University guarantees the same quality of exams and testing for persons with disabilities and without disabilities protecting students’ right for independence and confidentiality.

7. University guarantees the access to written or oral information disseminated to the students especially this in the form of the lectures or classes. 

8. University guarantees the protection of information concerning the disability or health and treats it as fully confidential.

Students with mobility disabilities:

1. All classes and lectures are accessible either by locating them in accessible buildings or offering the personal assistants if the building is not accessible. University has the flexible room policy allowing exchanging rooms between the departments which are accessible and not accessible.

2.  University has dormitories with the rooms fully adapted for the needs of wheel chair users.

3. University offers access to the university library or has a policy which guarantees full access to the libraries by such services as academic assistants.

Blind and partially sighted students

1. University offers access to written materials by at least:

- having the adaptive equipment such as: computers with screen reading/magnifying software; OCR software and scanners;

- having library accessibility policy.

2. University guarantees the same standards of exams by at least offering the extended time procedures and alternative format of written exams such as braille/large print, or computers with screen reading software/large monitors.

Deaf and hard-hearing students

1. University accepts the sign language interpreters and guarantees their help at least for exams.

2. University has some lecture halls with such solutions as FM systems or infrared systems for hard-hearing students.

Students with chronic diseases

University offers the policy of individualizing the program of the studies for those with different kind of chronic diseases enabling them to participate fully in the standard program.



Students with psychological and psychiatric disorders

University recognizes the right of this group to education and with particular care protects their privacy.

University offers the prolonged period of studies if necessary and individualized schedule of courses and exams.

Students with learning disabilities

University offers alternative ways of accessing information to students with such disabilities as dyslexia.

University offers the alternative tools of verifying students’ knowledge which are adequate to the particular learning disabilities.

