4th Meeting of UNICA Bologna-Lab Coordinators

Stockholm, April 21, 2006 
UNICA European Campus
Within the activities of the UNICA Bologna Laboratory the following plan represents a perspective worth pursuing 
Objective:

UNICA member Universities generally agree to identify the creation of   a free mover zone   with minimum administrative hurdles.   This form of mobility shall be organized within the ERASMUS/SOCRATES program and will draw the attention of many very talented students from all over Europe and abroad.
Starting position:
UNICA members represent the leading capital universities in Europe, thus ranking very high within their home country while also enjoying high esteem internationally. They cover a very wide range of disciplines and represent a very strong performance in research. Since the founding of UNICA the trust building among the member universities has progressed and laid the ground for the creation of the UNICA European Campus. 
Ways to achieve this goal:

UNICA members shall agree on a schedule within which groups of universities test this form of “open campus” for UNICA students step by step.  As a medium range to long term goal the UNICA European Campus shall comprise most UNICA member institutions with most disciplines. Here are the proposed steps:
· Guided along disciplinary lines groups of five universities shall join together, compare their curricula and agree on an across-the-board recognition of achieved credits and grades.
· UNICA and the universities involved shall support their responsible faculty with travel grants to meet at the respective partner campus to negotiate agreements with the above objectives.
· Within their ERASMUS/SOCRATES activities member universities shall put special emphasis on facilitating a barrier free mobility within these UNICA European Campus pilot projects.
· After a series of three to five test exchanges the results shall be evaluated and reported to UNICA. If the results are positive and the universities involved decide to continue with this experiment the number of participating universities/faculties shall be increased step by step. 

· UNICA shall apply for European Union financial support to facilitate the necessary faculty exchange. The universities can either use their ERASMUS funds which are allocated for faculty exchange or their own resources. 
Outlook:

As a result of building mutual trust the research dimension within UNICA will be accentuated and some universities will design Joint Degrees within some disciplines if the UNICA European Campus initiative proves to be a positive experience.

