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Teaching ContextTeaching ContextTeaching ContextTeaching Context



Some numbersSome numbersSome numbersSome numbers

• 2nd-3rd year, BA

• 20 students 

• 3 ECTS

• Validation mixte



Restyling our teaching methods and objectivesRestyling our teaching methods and objectivesRestyling our teaching methods and objectivesRestyling our teaching methods and objectives

• Traditional goals of our students: teaching (middle school, lycée), 
research (PhD).

• More and more students of our department become journalists, 
especially in Ticino.

• Not a pedagogy targeted on professional goals, but academic 
reflection on a professional field (from a linguistic, historical and 
scholar point of view).



The FIP project and its followThe FIP project and its followThe FIP project and its followThe FIP project and its follow----upupupup

• FIP call 2015: Italian webzine. Atelier de journalisme en italien

• People: 1 Tutor, 1 AE, 1 Graphic, 1 IT developer, 2 Project managers 
(A. Izzo and L. Tomasin)

• Budget: 30.000 SFR

• Aim: create a web platform and of a digital library of talks and tutorial 
made by professional journalists (TV, radio, newspapers, from both 
Italy and Switzerland).

• Launch of activities and advertising.



Overview and key features of the pedagogical Overview and key features of the pedagogical Overview and key features of the pedagogical Overview and key features of the pedagogical 
scenarioscenarioscenarioscenario

• Practical and theoretical approaches are integrated.

• A database of audio, video, and textual material is progressively 

implemented.

• Virtual and real meeting with outstanding professionals of the Italian 

journalism.



How did the How did the How did the How did the atelier atelier atelier atelier work in 2015 (Spring)work in 2015 (Spring)work in 2015 (Spring)work in 2015 (Spring)

• Theoretical component

• Introduction to Journalism (A. Izzo)

• A short history of Italian Journalism (L. Tomasin)

• Practical component

• Writing an article

• Editing it in the Webzine (title, images, etc.)

• Attendance of talks held by invited speakers



How will the How will the How will the How will the atelieratelieratelieratelier work work work work 
in the coming yearsin the coming yearsin the coming yearsin the coming years

Typical structure of a class:

• Discussion on the practical work of the last class (= week).

• Introduction to a new subject (e.g.: what is an interview; how to draft 
a press release; tips for a good film/book/event review).

• Individual work, assisted by L.T.

Goals:

• Realize and publish an interview, a press release, and a review

• Edit them in the Webzine.
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What I learned from this innovationWhat I learned from this innovationWhat I learned from this innovationWhat I learned from this innovation

• Integration of a professional dimension in a typical academic format: 
it works, BUT we should

• Keep it as an exception

• Balance practical and theoretical components

• Valorize personal experiences of the students

• Train both tutors and teaching assistants

• Ensure teaching sustainability of the project



Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!


