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Freie Universität Berlin

The Freie Universität Berlin is among the leading universities 

in Germany and has joined the Academy in Exile consortium 

as part of its efforts to support scholars at risk. It 

hosts Academy in Exile’s Critical Thinking Residency Program. 

As a distinctive feature of this new program, fellows are 

piloting a teaching-across-borders initiative and are strongly 

encouraged to join ongoing affiliated research projects. 

Freie Universität Berlin was the first German university to join 

the Scholars at Risk program. It currently hosts more than 30 

scholars at risk in various programs (PSI, Einstein, SFR, etc.) 

and is also host of the transnational mentoring-

program Academics in Solidarity.
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COUNCIL

PROFESSOR KADER KONUK
Institut für Turkistik

Universität Duisburg-Essen

PROFESSOR VOLKER HEINS

Kulturwissenschaftliches Institut (KWI)

GEORGES KHALIL

Forum Transregionale Studien

PROFESSOR VERENA BLECHINGER-
TALCOTT
Vice President

Freie Universität Berlin

PROFESSOR VANESSA AGNEW
Dept of Anglophone Studies

Universität Duisburg-Essen

Senior Fellow

Research School of Humanities & the Arts

The Australian National University

ACADEMIC COORDINATORS

DR. EGEMEN ÖZBEK
Kulturwissenschaftliches Institut (KWI)

DR. ACHIM ROHDE
Freie Universität Berlin (FU)
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Evaluation Criteria

Fellowship applications are evaluated by the AiE Council in consultation 

with specialists in the field. Decisions are made on the basis of the 

applicant’s academic merit, 'at risk' status, and potential contribution to the 

research profile and agenda of AiE:

Academic Merit

Academic merit is defined in terms of the strength of the research proposal 

and the quality of the applicant’s publications.



Evaluation Criteria

At risk

Eligible are international scholars (all countries) with a PhD in the 

humanities, social sciences, or law, who are at risk because of their 

academic work and/or civic engagement in human rights, democracy, and 

the pursuit of academic freedom. 

Potential contribution to the research profile and agenda of AiE

Applicants must demonstrate the potential for furthering the agenda of AiE

and the potential for close collaboration with the cohort.










