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A Aprofessoris ¢ or shouldbe:

I Ateacher=>shouldalsobe a guide foris her studentsin the
jungle of theliterature in hig her field (and thefunctioningof
the Library? Courses ofencyclopédie> tend todisappea)

I Aresearcher(hopefully) =>shouldfind all relevantliterature
relevant tohigherresearcnaswelll a U0KS RIFOGF X |

I Andperhapsalsoa scholar(somethinglessvaluedtodayin an
ageof increasingspecializationi.e.somebodywith broadviews

on hig'her subjectandothersX 0 shoBldenrichthe library for
the future

I Bothpassive (user of thibrary) and active userefirichingthe
collections of thdibrary by orderingnew booksjournalsetc.)

A Somytaskis easyc alreadydoneby the 2preceding
colleague®



A SUBJECTIVE PERSPECTIVI

A It isalwaysgood to knowwho is speakingo you!

A | ama professorof economicgandhistory of economicthought) at
ULB (Brussels)ncel999

A Born in themid 60s,educatedduringthe mid 80s

A Trainedin economicgthen still a social sciencegconometrics(the
hard scienceideof the social sciences) and (a bit, BA)istory

A Teachingo youngeconomistsat the Solvay Brussechoolof
Economicand Management, thistoriansat the Arts and
Humanitiesfacultyand topolitical scientistsat the Facultyof
Politicaland Social Sciences

A In asense at the frontier of the «two cultures» (Snow, 1964) (Hard
Sciences and Soft Sciences) (aiatim of the balkanizatiorof the
libraries=> the Science Librawasnot combinedwith the Human
and Social Science Library, Bomeparts of theknowledgeare
overlappingas all thestatisticalmethodg



A RICH PERSPECTIVE

A As far adibrariesare concerned have aich
experienceand aniceperspective ppartly due to
my alreadyold age:

I | facedall the transformations of the information
technologies ($till typewrited my masterthesisin
economicsn 1987)from the old-ageto the triumph
of ICT

I | studiedin the three mainfamiliesof disciplines (arts
andhumanities social sciences amgarly« hard
sciences)

I | wasastudent, aPhDcandidate, gpostdocwith
iInternationalexperiencgGeneve, Oxford)



THE PRIVILEGE OF THE OLD A

A Born in 1965, énteredprimaryschoolin 1971,secondary
schoolin 1977 anduniversityin 1983

A 1wasconfrontedwith different librariesduringmy prior
schoolingandacademiqath:

I The municipalibrary (« Heure Joyeuse inNederover-
Heembeekn averyold building)duringthe 70s

I The new Heure Joyeusearbythe primaryschool(a modern
building) (19761977)

I Thelibrary of my highschool(the least accessible) (19-8B3)

I Thelibrary of HumanSciences (in theldestpart of ULB) awell
as a set ofcattered(andsmalle librariesin researchcenters
(198387)

I Thelibrariesfrom the competitors(UCL, KUL..) (1985
I The Fonds Quételet, theRoyale» (1985) (Statelibrarieg
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A Whatdid | look for?

I Primaryschool comics, butalsobooks oneverything sciences,
astronomy history (« le grand livre de toup) anddictionaries

I Secondarschools novelsand bookghat | shouldread+
encyclopediat+ atlas AND a quiet place work (andfind all the
relevant informationat one place)

I University[candidatures]: first of all a place gtudymore or
lessquietly; thana place tdind complementaryinformation on
my courses

I University[licencesjalsothe data relevant teempiricalworks
archives anagpecializedooks:

A As theUniversitylibrary wasinsufficientl alsovisitedthe onesof the
competitors(VUB, UCL) and the Fonds Quétdibtdry of the
Ministry of Economy ¢ but nolibrary containedall the relevant
information

A Therewere placeswhere bookscouldbe borrowedo ! [ . X0 0 dzi
(Royale) and nojournalsor statisticalyearbooksor archivescouldbe
borrowed

I Onehadto photocopythem or to copythem by hand!
I Lot oftravels(not alwaysbad duringmy military draft at ERM)



A Librariesasmagicalplacesc but deceiving
places asvell!

I Openaccessvasseldom(exceptUCL) but a lot of
main collectlonswere avallable(encyclopediag
F Ot 0 A 23N} LIKAo8eh ¥eryo A
old (19" centuryX 0

i The buildings coubdecharmingo | [ . £ Y| |
sometimedessso (UCL)

I Youhadto walit for books or articles (torder

them) ¢ and moreoften than not referencesor
Issueswere lacking=> patiencevasavirtue

| Butalsosocializingplaces ! Thainiversity
experiencevasalsothe «library » experience




1371172012

26/11/2012 UNICA CONFERENCE ON LIBRARIES




A The contactvith the newlICTamid-80s?

I The first onghroughautomatizedcatalogues to
obtainthe «cote» of a book or journal (butouhad
to go to thelibraryto consultit)

I Noaccesdo documentswith the computer
I Noremoteaccess

I Needto fill-in documentsat the library desk
|

I Youshouldalwaysgo to thelibrary (exceptfor inter-
libraryloang

A From1995 to 2000hugemodernization

I Developmenbf internet, email, remote accesgo

Ibrary catalogue (OPA(Q)evento orderbooks and
journals

I Building of a centrdlbraryat ULB: new building,
more space(but moreaustere
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A SlnceZOOO

" More and moreremote access
Especiallyor statisticaldata (accessibleom home)

" Developmenbf «electronid numericlibraries»
I Journal articleganbe downloadedfrom archives as

JSTORt home!

But morecompetitionaswell: Google openaccesgo
a hugeset of options ¢ther libraries abroad Google
2212 DFEftfAOI HXD

Lessandlessidentificationwith a specificplace

Increasingmportance ofresearcharticles over books

A Tendencyto uselessandlessbooks and by thevayto order
them

A Professorduy their books (AmazorBooklooker
AbebookX 0



WHAT IS MY RELATIONSHIP WITH |

To

o To To I

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY?

TODAY as@aofessor | have officespace(Belgianprofessorsare lucky
oneg => | do noheedthe libraryto work

Articles and data are accessilitern my office computer, anegtvenfrom
home {emote acces}

| still go to thelibraryto borrow books

I Butit isrelatedto my ageand my subjects(economichistory, history of
economicthoughtX 0

I Manycolleaguesio notreadbooksanymore andtherefore do notvisitthe
library

As anhistorian Ineedarchivesfrom time to time => ktill have tovisitthe
place (d NOKAGBSa) RS { Q] [ .

Thelibraryisalsoa meeting place fosomeseminarsor meetings

| like alsobrowsingthe collectionsseell KS yS¢ 0221 a X

BUT asessandlessprofessorsuybooks,thisisalessandless
iInformative step (better to visit BlackwelBookshopat Oxford or the
Economisbookshopat L.S.E.; dibrariesof LSE, Oxford Social Sciences)



THE RESPONSIBILITY OF PROFES.

A Theyoften complainthat the library is not up-to-date as far
as books areoncernedno sucha problemwith articles)
but they tend to buy more and mordheir books and not
throughthe library (individualizationand privatization

movemen)

A As aprofessoryou are alsoresponsiblén contributingto
the developmentof your library by orderingthe keybooks
of your field (for today andtomorrow students.

A Thisviewis not widespreadamongprofessors; maybe
linkedwith the trendtowards(bibliometric) evaluation=>
oneworksmore for thepresentthanthe distant future,
needto meettight deadlinesconcerndor research
productivity=>lessconcernwith the verylongrun and
tasksnot conduciveto improvementsin 2 Y S&eer?



THE PROBLEMS

A Thereis a clearcapacity(space problen

I Numberof studentsis skyrocketing=>demandfor
work spaceislessandlessmet andshortageleadsto
rationing(e.g duringexamsperiods

I Numberof books and publications alsoskyrocketing
=>problemsof storage

A The ICTevolutionwasin this sensewelcome

I Studentshave aremote accesdo the library but do
not useit asextensivelyas theprofessors

I De-materializinghelpsin alleviatinglimited storage
capacities



A The culture of bookss vanishing(?)

[ Studentstend to readlessandless(sometimeddifficult to
Impose aoo important readinglist)

I Papergqjournal articles) ar@rivilegedinsteadof books, or
shorttextbooks

I Professorsre alsosubmittedto more explicitassessment
processe®f their performancewherethe writing of books
IS increasinglydownplayed

A In the end:demandandsupplyof books tend to
diminish
A Thelibrary: lessandlessa physicablace?

A With ICTit mayappearmore and moreempty (with just some
spacefor studentsandwaysto log on)

A Is «library asspace» the right concept? Or thechoof adying
library (replacedby generalspacefor students with PCs
restaurants silentrooms etc.) => new conceps¢eULB Library
and Learning Centre)



A The question obarriersto entry

I IN THE PAST: fraecesgo the buildingwasmore orlessthe
rule

A Everybodycouldbrowsein the collection
A Tobe memberallowsyouto borrow books

I But noteverywhere(e.g Georgetown in Washington in 1995: |
hadno accesswithout a card)

I TODAWith ECT, touldat best enter a building butvithout any
option to acesghe collectionsunlessl have a login and
password=> thebarriersare potentially greater

A Evenif up to now academiciave arelativelyeasyacessgo other
universitylibraries(evenOxfordg with a smallfee ¢ or L.S.E the
latter beingcompletelyfree foracademicy

I BUT YOU CAN ALSO ALLOW THE WORLD TO ACCESS YOU
COLLECTIONS IF YOU WANT TO!

A SeesomePolishlibrariesopeningup their collections and archives
A Google Book or Gallica2 (or tearly Gutenbergproject)

A Copyright issue

A Freeacessopenaces® Researchersithout intermediarie®



THE IDEAL LIBRARY?

A Someauthorscontendthat in the medium/long
run academidibrariesasrepresentativebuilding
will disappear

A Thelibrary will be just a PGwith remote accesso
potentiallya hugearrayof collectionsrom
different academidibraries(potentially
Interconnected ANDother suppliers(Google
books) EITHER for free or WITH charge.

A The concept of théibrary as a buildingvill
completelychange




A NEVERTHELEB&yacademidibraries
remainup to now

" Thereis still an associationvith a specificbuilding
" Architecturematters(both insideand outside)

Thereisamodernizationprocess

A Creatingspacefor work, for studyingin apeacefuland
guiet environment

A Allowingfor meetingroomsand ICTaccess
Thepolicyregardingthe physicalpresenceof
books andournalscanvaryconsiderablyfrom
maintainingthem or keepingjust a minimum)

TheBodlelanLibrarymodernizegtself in Oxford in
orderto become« a perfectlibrary »
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