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Social sciences and humanities research builds 
knowledge about people in the past and present, 
with a view toward creating a better future 



Innovative businesses and  
organizations now seek to be 

 

customer-focused  
in the marketplace 

 

student-centered  

in schools  

user-oriented  
in service industries 

 

partner-driven  

in collaboration 
 

employee-empowered  
in workplaces  

 

citizen-engaged  

in politics 
 

patient-focused  

in health 
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“My philosophy education allows me to use critical thinking 
and multiple perspectives," he says. "In addition to the 
traditional science- and economics-based mechanistic 
solutions, a broad philosophical background has allowed me 
to gain sharper insights into business strategy and execution.” 
 

    Mike Ashar, President, Irving Oil, 2012 
 
 
 
“A social sciences or humanities degree is not only relevant 
given the demands of the 21st century knowledge economy 
— it's indispensable.” 
 

   Paul Davidson, President, AUCC, 2012 
  
 



Tom  
Jenkins 



 “The internet economy has thus far belonged to the 
toolmakers (some of them Canadian) that built the 
infrastructure that made the digital age possible.   

 
 But the torch is being passed.   
 
 The future now belongs, at least equally, to the  

tool users, the creative people, content providers, 
service deliverers, who have learned how to take the 
images, sounds, ideas and concepts and share them 
digitally.”  

 
Tom Jenkins, Executive Chairman and Chief Strategy Officer  

of OpenText and SSHRC Council member 



“ A genius for mixing the 
humanities and sciences.” 

-Walter Isaacson, Steve Jobs 



“ …The intersection of the 
humanities and science… 
There’s something magical 
about that place.” 

Steve Jobs  
(as quoted in Isaacson, Steve 
Jobs) 



“On a scale ranging from extremely interdisciplinary to 
exclusively disciplinary, how would you characterize your 
research?” 
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`` 65% of today’s teens will end up 
in careers that haven’t even been 
invented yet.`` 
 
 
http://www.fastcoexist.com/1679807/why-flip-the-classroom-when-we-can-
make-it-do-cartwheels 



Governing Council 
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Distinguished leaders from across all sectors 

Nelson Michaud 

Michèle Thibodeau-DeGuire 

Christopher Manfredi 

Paul K. Bates Thomas Kierans 

Tom Jenkins Jack Mintz 

Ginny Dybenko 

Fred Morley 

Joanne Kesselman Danielle Laberge 

Priscilla Renouf 

Suromitra Sanatani Gerri Sinclair 

Robert Gibbs 

Chad Gaffield 
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Through its programs and policies, SSHRC works to 
develop talented leaders for all sectors of society, help 
generate insights about people, ideas and behaviour 
and build connections within and beyond campus that 
will build a better future for Canada and the world.  
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   rate database 15 



Did you know? 
 Canada ranks 7th among the Organization for 

Economic Co-operation and Development countries 
with respect to the proportion of GDP allocated to 
education 

 Canada’s universities are among the world’s best. In 
2011, the Academic Ranking of World Universities list 
of Top 200 included 8 Canadian universities 

 International student enrolment in Canada’s 
universities has risen for the 15th year in a row 
(increased 10% in 2010) 

 As of 2010, international students represent close to 
20% of full-time students at the graduate level 
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TALENT 

INSIGHT 

CONNECTION 



Building a Better Future for Canada 
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Supporting students 
and postdoctoral 
fellows to develop 
next generation 
researchers and 
leaders across 
society 

Supporting excellent 
research to advance 
knowledge and build 
understanding about 
people, communities 
and societies 

Supporting the 
exchange of 
knowledge to 
maximize the 
intellectual, cultural, 
social and economic 
impacts of social 
sciences and 
humanities research 

TALENT INSIGHT CONNECTION 

PARTNERSHIPS - Within the academic community and between academia, 
industry, government, not-for-profits and communities. 



0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

19
80

19
81

19
82

19
83

19
84

19
85

19
86

19
87

19
88

19
89

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

Year

Canada -
Natural
Sciences

Canada - All
Social
Sciences

World -
Natural
Sciences

World - All
Social
Sciences

Canada - All
Humanities

World - All
Humanities

Niveau de collaboration internationale selon les disciplines 
(Canada, monde), 1980-2002 

19 



Canadian leadership on the 
World Stage 
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« My Canada Research Chair has allowed me to 
create a nexus of researchers among colleagues 
from Canada and abroad and made McMaster a 
destination for this work. » 
 
             Daniel Coleman,CRC, Critical Ethnicity 
             and Race Studies, McMaster University 



Figure 11: Recruitment activities have helped triple 
international student enrolment numbers since 1998 

Source: Statistics Canada data and AUCC estimates 21 



Figure 12: International students are far more likely 
to study in business, engineering and math than 
Canadian students 

Source: Statistics Canada 
22 



Figure 13: Top source countries have changed since 1980 

Source: Statistics Canada 23 



Vanier / 
Banting 
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excellence, passion, leadership, impact, world 
class, commitment 

Vanier CGS Doctoral Scholarships 
 

 $150,000 CDN over three 
years ($50,000 CDN per year) 

 Approx. 115,000€  

 Up to 167 awards per year 

 Support scholars who 
demonstrate academic 
excellence, strong research 
potential, and exceptional 
leadership  

 

Banting Postdoctoral Fellowships 
 

 $140,000 CDN over two years 
($70,000 CDN per year) 

 Approx. 107,000€  

 Up to 70 awards per year 

 Unique in its emphasis on the fit 
between the host university’s 
research strategy and the 
applicant’s proposed research 



Countries of origin for international Vanier 
Canada Graduate Scholarship holders 
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Australasia 
17.15% Europe 

37.87% 

Americas 
41.29% 

Africa 
3.69% 

International Participation:  
Grant Participants 2008-2012 

International Grant Participants accounted for 27.28% of all participants. 



41 countries included in applications for SSHRC 
Partnership Development Grants 
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International Participation:  
External Assessors 2008-2012 

Africa 
0.44% 

Australasia 
6.99% 

Europe 
30.93% 

Americas 
61.64% 

International External Assessors accounted for 68.38% of all assessors. 



 



http://www.diggingintodata.org/Default.aspx
http://www.diggingintodata.org/Default.aspx


 



      6.  Embracing and Leading in the Digital Age 
 (ITST, Digging into Data, data-text mining etc) 
 
      7.  Renewing, re-inventing our undergraduate 
 and graduate programs (from teaching to 
 learning; internships; in-service learning; 
 digital-computational-new media skills; etc) 
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The increasing recognition of the value of the social 
sciences and humanities 
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