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Practical information

Arrival
From the airport “BRNIK”

The Airport of Ljubljana, Slovenia's main airport, is located in Brnik, 26 kilometres from the city. You can take bus No 28 which goes to the bus terminal in the centre of Ljubljana for the price of about 4 Euro. The ride is approximately 45 minutes long and the bus leaves every hour from 05:00 a.m. till 20:00 p.m.

A taxi can take you to the centre in 30 minutes. Regular price of a taxi is 34€.
You can use special taxi-prereservation necessary:

TAXI TIMA EKSPRES Korošec k.d., tel:
+ 386 ( 0) 41 755 539, + 386 (0) 41 606 716, + 386 ( 0) 40 253 669

You can also take a shuttle, which is going from the airport to the most of  hotels in Ljubljana. You can find more info on http://www.orbita.si/
Allow extra time, if travelling by bus or taxi during the rush hours. 

Information service: +386 (0)4 206 10 00
http://www.lju-airport.si
From the central railway terminal

There are railway and bus connections most of the European countries. The central railway terminal is located in the central part of Ljubljana. It will take you a 10-15 minutes walk to get to the Old Town, the major hotels and to the University Ljubljana.

Information service:+386(0)12913332
Email:potnik.info@slo-zeleznice.si
http://www.slo-zeleznice.si
From the bus terminal

The bus terminal is also situated in the centre of Ljubljana, next to the railway terminal and is open every day from 5:30am to 22:30pm. There is numbers of buses which will take you to the centre which is just one stop ahead. If you choose to walk, it will take you 10-15 minutes to reach the Old Town.

Information service:+386 (0)1 234 46 00
Email: avtobusna.postaja@ap-ljubljana.si
http://www.ap-ljubljana.si 

General Information About Slovenia
Climate

The climate in Ljubljana is Central European, but is also subject to the influences of warm air from the Adriatic and cold air from the Alps. The average temperature is around 4°C in the winter and around 22°C in the summer. The daytime temperature in the summer is usually 30°C.

Slovene time

Slovenia operates GMT+1h.

Language

The official language in Slovenia is Slovenian. A large number of inhabitants also speak English, German or Italian.

People

Slovenia has a population of 2 million, of which 83.1% (2002 census) are Slovenes. In Slovenia there are also two national minority communities of Italians and Hungarians.
Religion

The majority of Slovenes (almost 60%) are Roman Catholics, although there are around 38 other religious communities, spiritual groups, societies and associations registered in Slovenia. 

Practical Information

Money

National currency is Slovenia is from  year 2007 Euro. Credit cards as Eurocard, VISA, Diners Club and American Express as well as other cards are widely accepted in shops, hotels and restaurants. Cash machines are installed all over town.

Public Transport

The most effective means of public transport in Ljubljana is the city bus. The fare, which is uniform irrespective of the distance travelled, is paid by a token or cash to the driver. Keep in mind that buying a token at news and tobacco stands is cheaper than paying cash on the bus.
Post Office and Telephone
Calls may be made from private homes, phone booths or post offices. The rates are the same in all cases. Public telephone boxes can be found in all central places in urban areas. The phones operate on magnetic cards which can be bought at newspaper and tobacco stands as well as at all post offices.
Stams are available at the post offices. The cost of a post stamp for EU or non EU countries is from 0,40 € on, depending on the weight of the letter.
Useful telephone numbers:

Slovene country code
386

Ljubljana city code
1

Slovene exit code
00

Police
113

Fire brigade
112

Emergency first aid
112

Ljubljana has around 30 post offices. They are open Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., and on Saturdays until 1 p.m. The post office at the central train station is also open at night.

Electricity

220 volts AC, 50 Hz. European-type 2-pin plugs are in use.

Insurance and Medical Treatment, Emergency Assistance

We recommend you to obtain insurance before you come to Slovenia. You may also submit a certificate of commercial insurance of the insurance company that will cover your insurance in the Republic of Slovenia (contact ASSISTANCE CORIS, phone: +386 1 5192020).

In Slovenia there are state, non-profit making and private ambulantes and hospitals. If you have to go to a hospital, the health insurance scheme should cover the costs. Pharmacies in Slovenia are marked ‘’Lekarna’’, open on weekdays from 9 a.m to 7 p.m, and from 9 a.m to 1 p.m on Saturdays.

Look around

About the city

Ljubljana lies in an basin between the Karst and the Alps, some 298 m above sea level. We like to say that it is big enough to encompass everything one would expect from a capital city, while being small enough to allow people to retain their individuality.

Ljubljana is a pleasant city to live in. The city is home to 300,000 people. Although it is not among Europe’s largest cities, it has everything one finds in other capitals: museums and galleries, one of the oldest philharmonic orchestras in the world, other orchestras, many theatres, a university, institutes and libraries.

The city’s increasingly vibrant commercial and trading life and the rapid increase in foreign diplomatic representatives are giving it an ever greater cosmopolitan touch. It offers a wide variety of cafes, pubs, bars and restaurants. Relief from the hustle and bustle of life in the capital can be found in the numerous parks and woodland areas, which in some places reach nearly into the city centre.

More info about Ljubljana:

Slovenian Tourist Information Centre - STIC 

Address: Krekov trg 10, 1000 Ljubljana 
Phone: +386 (0)1 306 45 75 | 306 45 76 

http://www.ljubljana-tourism.si
About Slovenia

Geographical characteristics, climate

The Republic of Slovenia lies at the heart of Europe, where the Alps and the Mediterranean meet the Pannonian plains and the mysterious Karst. 

In Slovenia, the sun shines approximately 2,000 hours per year. And there is plenty of snow in winter. The average temperatures are -2°C in January and 21°C in July. 

Green is the dominant colour. There are many woods and forests in Slovenia – covering more than half of the country – and numerous preserved and protected plant and animal species. In one of the last primeval forests of the Kočevje area, it is possible to hike through for days without ever emerging onto the plain. 

As a small, beautiful and picturesque country, Slovenia makes a great tourist destination. You can ski in the morning and surrender yourself to the luxury of the Adriatic Sea in the afternoon.
 
Slovenia has 46.6 km of sea coast - one inch per inhabitant. 

The highest mountain is called Triglav - the name meaning "three-heads" - and it is 2864m high. The mountain is a true national symbol, featured on the national coat of arms and the flag.

It is very easy to get here as the country is connected with the rest of the world by a modern highway network, railway system, international airport and seaports. 

Slovenia and the world

Slovenia strives for the preservation of its national identity and a simultaneous openness to the world. In international relations it advocates peaceful conflict resolution, stronger co-operation and trust and respect for human rights.   

Slovenia lies at the heart of one of Europe's ethnic crossroads. Throughout history the territory of present-day Slovenia has been an important transitional zone in Europe, and thus continually subject to cultural, economic and political domination by centres of civilization outside its ethnic territory. From the time of their earliest settlement here in the 6th century, the Slovenes have had to struggle for living space and to safeguard their cultural, political and economic existence with more populous Germanic, Latin, Magyar and Slavic peoples. In this struggle the Slovenes lost nearly two-thirds of the territory they originally settled.  

After the independence the Government recognised EU membership as one of the country's priorities. Membership negotiations began in March 1998 and were concluded in December 2002. A referendum was held in Slovenia on 23 March 2003, at which 89% voted in favour of the country entering the EU. Slovenia joined the European Union on 1st May 2004. Slovenia has one Commissioner in the European Commission, and seven Slovenian parliamentarians were elected to the European parliament at the elections on 13 June 2004. 

Slovenia pays special attention to the position of the Hungarian and Italian minorities in Slovenia as well as to the Slovenian minorities living in the neighbouring countries. The Slovenian Constitution, adopted in 1992, guarantees special rights to members of the Italian and Hungarian minorities living in Slovenia.  

Today Slovenian minorities live in most of the neighbouring countries: Italy, Austria and Hungary. The rights of the Slovenian ethnic minority in Austria are set forth in the Federal Contract on the Restructuring of an Independent and Democratic Austria. The rights of the Slovenian minority in Italy and of Italians in Slovenia are set forth in a Special Status, included in the London Memorandum of Agreement (accepted in 1954), as well as in the Osimo Agreements (signed in 1974).

After successfully undertaking the OSCE Presidency in 2005, Slovenia now looks ahead to the first half of 2008, when it is to hold the EU Presidency.

Eating and Drinking

Slovenia is also known for its great wines and delicious traditional food. 

Slovenian food is a feast for the gourmet. Many restaurants offer a wide range of traditional national dishes, as well as international dishes like pizza, pasta and oriental dishes. The coast affords excellent seafood, including shellfish and the Adriatic bluefish. 

One recent eating trend in Slovenia is the "slow food movement". A typical "slow food" meal takes place in a restaurant or at a private home among a group of family members or close friends. There are usually eight or more courses, the emphasis being on local produce, old-style recipes and a relaxed pace, with a different wine to accompany each course.

Wines 
Slovenia lies on the southern slopes of the Alps and touches the Mediterranean, so it enjoys the best of both worlds, as well as climatic uncertainties from both North and South. However, the tradition of wine production is very long, going back at least to the time of the Roman Empire. 

Nowadays, 38 vine varieties are grown in 14 wine districts. This, together with the natural conditions mentioned above, provides a very rich diversity of taste, smell and colour in the different wines. 
With the amount of fresh fruit and vegetables, wild mushrooms, dairy products and fresh pasta available here, vegetarians are sure to enjoy their time in Slovenia, too.

More info abot Slovenia:

http://www.slovenia.info












