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micro-scale initiative,  

local perspective 

• Poland  

• PhD studies 

• humanities and social sciences 

 

 



New Opening of University (NOU) 

 NGO started by PhD students of social sciences faculties, 

University of Warsaw and Polish Academy of Science 

  

 



Beginnings - Spring 2011  

Discussion about polish reform of 

higher education 



Conference - June 2011  

„Problems of university and higher education 

in time of reforms” 



Research project  

• No proper study of socio-economical 

conditions of studding, teaching and 

making science in Poland 

• Reform of higher education  prejudicial 

for polish Academia 

• Academic community  passive 

 

    Why? 

 



Other activities of NOU 

• Seminars made by us and for us and our 

friends 

• Virtual archive of most important 

publications about current changes in 

polish higher education 

• Film meeting and discussion about PhD 

students  

 

 







NOU as NGO 

 More possibilities to apply for grants for 

our activities, even for the research 

project! 

 

 

 

 

 



Conclusions 

• We had to organise ourselves outside 

university, although we are all PhD 

students 

• Couldn’t find proper framework for 

interdisciplinary cooperation of PhD 

students form 4 different institutions 

 (University of Warsaw, University of Gdańsk, University 

of Bydgoszcz and Polish Academy of Science) 

 



Thank you for attention 

  


