
EUROPEAN GRADING CONVERTING SYSTEM 

(EGRACONS) 

 
Luciano Saso 

 
Deputy Rector for International Mobility 

Erasmus Institutional Coordinator 

 

luciano.saso@uniroma1.it 



February 2009 



The traditional system A, B, C, D 

 

• A = top 10% 

• B = next 25% 

• C = next 30% 

• D = next 25% 

• E = next 10% 

• F = failed 



High or low grades: depends on the statistical 

distribution of grades in the degree programme! 

 



Old grading table of Sapienza University 

Conversione dei voti tradizionale 

 

 



The new system 

Ad esempio, se dai 

dati statistici risultasse che in un corso di studio 

francese il voto 14 è ottenuto dal 10% più alto degli 

studenti, il voto A della scala ECTS potrebbe essere 

trascritto accanto al voto 14 nel Certificato della 

Carriera dello Studente iscritto a quel corso. In tal 

modo, si comprenderebbe come il voto 14 sia uno 

dei migliori ottenuti in quel corso, comparabile al 

voto con un’analoga percentuale nella stessa area 

disciplinare in un altro Paese o istituto - al quale sia 

stato parimenti correlato un voto A – ad esempio, il 

30 in un istituto italiano. 

Voto nazionale o 
istituzionale 

del Paese/del sistema 
A 

 

% di attribuzione* 

Voto nazionale o 
istituzionale 

del Paese/del sistema 
B 

 

% di attribuzione* 

30 lode 5.6% 1 20% 

30 15.7% 2 35% 

29 0.5% 3 25% 

28 12.3% 4 20% 

27 11.8% 

26 9.0% 

25 8.2% 

24 11.3% 

23 2.7% 

22 6.0% 

21 2.3% 

20 5.7% 

19 1.9% 

18 6.9% 

Total 100% 100% 
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A SUCCESSFUL APPROACH:  

43 UNICA UNIVERSITIES + 33 SG UNIVERSITIES  

 

CRITICAL MASS! 



EGRACONS: major aim 

• The major aim of the EGRACONS project is to 

design and develop a reliable system for the 

conversion of grades to allow universities to 

ensure fair transfer and recognition of grades of 

mobile students in full agreement with the ECTS 

guide published in February 2009   

 



Management Team (Steering Committee) 

Ghent University (COORDINATOR) 

 

UNICA Network 

Santander Group 

Sapienza University of Rome 

University of León 

University of Rouen 



Other Partners 

•  Ghent University – BE (NL) COORDINATOR 

• · UNICA Network - BE 

• · Santander Group Association - ES 

• · University of Liège – BE (FR) 

• · Sapienza University of Rome – IT 

• · University of Rouen – FR 

• · University of León – ES 

• · Vilnius University - LT 

• · Gothenburg University - SE 

• · Essex University – UK 

• · University of Lausanne – CH 

• · Justus Liebig University of Giessen – DE 

• · Inholland University of Applied Sciences - NL 

• · University of Warsaw - PL 



Associate partners 

University of Göttingen – DE 

University of Groningen – NL 

Malmö University – SE 

Rennes 1 – FR 

Rennes 2 - FR 

Norwegian University of Science and Technology - NO 

Erasmus Student Network - BE 

Agence de Mutualisation des Universités - FR 



Aggregation criteria 

• A conversion tool based on degree programmes as reference 

groups will probably be more precise but more difficult to handle for 

international relations officers (IROs) who will have to deal with 

hundreds of groups especially for large universities.  

 

• On the other hand, wide aggregations such as entire faculties will 

probably lead to an unprecise system because will aggregate degree 

programmes with very different academic contents and difficulties. 

The EGRACONS partners will discuss this point very carefully, also 

consulting the Bologna experts of their countries, in order to identify 

the best aggregation criteria. As an example, for Italy the CLASSES 

OF DEGREES represent rather homogenous reference groups.  

• Chosen the aggregation criteria, the reference groups will be clearly 

indicated in the the transcript of records using specific 

AGGREGATION CODES. 

 



EGRACONS METHODOLOGY/1 

Calculate the grade distribution in terms of percentages for all reference 

groups of all participating universities over a period of at least two academic 

years for the reference group identified. 

 

 Develop templates for the collection of the grade distributions (grading 

tables) for the different countries represented by the EGRACONS partners. 

 

Develop the first version of a statistical electronic tool (EGRACONS 

TOOL-1, ET-1) capable of converting the data provided by two different 

partner universities using the aforementioned templates. 

 



EGRACONS METHODOLOGY/2 

Test ET-1 converting the grades of a limited number of 

students (150) exchanged by three universities 

participanting to the EGRACONS project. 

 

Test ET-2 converting the grades of a larger number of students 

(300) exchanged by all universities participating to the 

project. 

 

Test ET-3 converting the grades of a larger number of students 

(600) exchanged by all universities participating to the 

EGRACONS project and possibly other member universities 

of the SANTANDER GROUP (34 universities) and UNICA 

network (43 universities).  

 



New grading table of Sapienza University 

Sapienza… 
 



Aggregation criteria for Italy: degree classes 

(linked to ISCED CODES) 
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/intra_acp_mobility/funding/2012/documents/isced--

subjectcodes.pdf 

 



User friendly software (web-based): 3 steps 

1. ERASMUS CODE OF THE HOSTING 

INSTITUTION 

2. AGGREGATION CODE 

3. VOTE 

 

DONE! 

15/10/2012 



Let’s work together 



 

 

 

 

Thank you for your attention 

 

luciano.saso@uniroma1.it  

 

 

 

 

mailto:luciano.saso@uniroma1.it

