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Third UNICA Bologna Lab Meeting

Madrid

July 7- 8 
Status 25.7.2005
The Third UNICA Bologna Lab Coordintaors Meeting took place at Madrid’s Complutense University and was co-chaired by Johan Falk, Stockholm University and Aleksa Bjelis of Zagreb University.  Esko Kopponen of Helsinki University and Jolanta Urbanikowa of Warsaw University kindly agreed to act as the meeting’s rapporteurs. 
After welcoming words by Jose Carrillo, Vice-Rector of Madrid’s Complutense University,  a wrap-up of the current situation within the UNICA network featured as the first item on the agenda. This slot comprised three components. Johan Falk introduced the UNICA-supported project of a doctoral programme on multilingualism. David Baldinger from Vienna University updated the participants on both past and future activities surrounding the UNICA Manual. Finally, Kris Dejonckheere, the Secretary General of UNICA, gave a brief survey on the status quo of the network’s call for Joint Degrees. The deadline for the submission of Joint Master programmes was 10 July, 2005. Following a summary of the network’s Rectors’ meeting, entitled "Doctoral Studies in Europe: Consequences of Bergen 2005", which took place in Brussels on 31 May 2005, Kris Dejonckheere laid out UNICA’s agenda of activities planned for the coming months. 

The meeting’s first presentation was given by Luciano Galan, Universidad Autonoma de Madrid. Following an outline of the historical genesis of GATS, Luciano Galan impressively demonstrated the potentially profound impact this trade agreement might have on higher education and indeed on the European Higher Education Area as such. The ensuing controversial discussion revolved around the question why higher education was subsumed under “trade and services” and further signalled the compelling urgency of the matter for the future of the EHEA.

Next, Thomas Hovmand gave a most informative first hand account of how the University of Copenhagen - and Denmark in general - tackle the issue of a National Qualification’s Framework. Within this vigorously discussed development of the Bologna Process, Denmark, as one of only four European countries, adopts a pioneering role. Thomas Hovmand asserted that while the work on a Qualifications Framework was intense and resource-consuming, the endeavour proved to be a productive exercise for the institution. He also explained that the University of Copenhagen incorporated and embraced the Dublin Descriptors. 

The afternoon session, chaired by Aleksa Bjelis of the University of Zagreb, was launched by a presentation of Brigitte Römmer-Nossek of Vienna University. Her presentation focussed on the initial challenges that accompany the launch of a successful Joint Degree programme. Based on her experiences with the development of a Joint Degree in Cognitive Science, Ms Römmer-Nossek highlighted how vital it is to secure general agreement on such key concepts as modularity. Maintaining close ties with developments on the level of the ‘local Bologna Process’ featured among her valuable recommendations.     
In the course of the ensuing debate all participants contributed with short surveys on the respective status of work on national Qualification Frameworks, as well as on the various aspects of introducing Joint Degree programmes. Taking into account both the Bergen Conference Communiqué and the recommendations UNICA’s recent Rectors Seminar, the group discussed issues and potential strategies pertaining to the launch of Joint Doctoral programmes at a yet unspecified point in time in the future.

The group critically reflected on the progress made over the last months and aimed at identifying the way ahead for the Bologna Lab. To this end, and inspired by Thomas Hovmand’s presentation, the coordinators committed themselves to setting up a UNICA-wide status quo report on national Qualifications Frameworks. The goal of this endeavour is to lay out the individual situations in the context of establishing a national Qualifications Framework.  
In order to revitalise the progress of the UNICA Manual on Joint Degrees the plenum agreed to install a working group set up specifically to further this project. Maren Ebert of Freie Universität Berlin and Brigitte Römmer-Nossek and David Baldinger of Vienna University comprise this “Task Force Manual”. The Manual was once again identified as a prestigious project in which UNICA ought to devise recommendations of a persuasive value, for instance with regard to the size of modules in UNICA universities.
In addition, a more systematic approach to monitor and spread UNICA-wide joint degree experiences was instigated. It was furthermore noted that, aware of their role as research universities, UNICA shall gradually reach out to embrace Doctoral programmes in its strategic perspective. 
The meeting closed with the Coordinators’ sincere hope that the network’s Call for Joint Degrees must not remain an isolated initiative, but merely an initiating step into the right direction. 

