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Homo Mensura
(human being as measure of all things)

Homo Mensurabilis
(the measurable human being)

Humanitas Mensurabilis
(measurable human kind)

Paradigm of human experience  



Communities of Systems and People

High Trust Low Trust

Participatory Surveillance

Evolving meta design paradigm



To conquer < > to maintain  <  > to nurture

To control < > to direct <  > to orchestrate

To follow < > to deliver <  > to contribute

To delegate < > to mandate < > to participate 

To make < > to produce <  > to personalize

To craft < >  to design <  > to meta-design

Transforming dynamics of power



City is a ’complex participatory system’

Social Layer

Distributed ICT

Infrastructure

Nevejan & Brazier 2011

• Trust and Truth

• Power and governance

• Locality of data

• Transparency of ownership 

• Transparency of agency

• Trace-ability of data

• Identify-ability of data

• Poly-centricity

City Ecology



Complex Participatory Governance

CITIZEN

EXPERT

STAKEHOLDER

ENGAGED POLICITICANS 
AND ACTIVITSTS

Vrij vertaald naar
Fung A. 2006. Varieties of Participation in Complex 
Governance. On Public Administration Review, Vol. 
66 (December 2006): 66-75.

http://www.archonfung.net/papers/FungVarietiesPAR.pdf


ResearchPolicy

Design

Chief Science Officer



Inspiration and Advise

Gathering
Research

Matching
People 

Publishing 
Platform



Openresearch.amsterdam



Matching:

◼ Social Sciences
◼ Natural sciences
◼ Law

Significant encounters

Shared study

Experiment - Pilot – Living lab

PhD Trajectory

Shared proposal



Societal impact happens in all steps of 
scientific process:

◼Agenda setting
◼Research design
◼Methodology
◼Executing research
◼Analyses
◼Design and engineering
◼Publishing in different ways for different 

audiences
◼Monitoring
◼Evaluating
◼Agenda setting
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Evidence 
Based
Policy
Making

Science 
for 
Solutions
In
Cities
Complex
Context

Making blue prints for messy cities

















Thank you

c.nevejan@amsteram.nl


