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	· Overview of different Fund Raising Practices 

A review of the relative academic excellence among world class universities can not be dissociated with the inevitable necessity to understand the means at their disposal. Be in the field of research, bread of curriculum, depth of a particular department or the ability to be associated with Nobel Prize winners, financial means are required in order to enable academic institutions to invest in worthwhile initiatives. 

To this perennial funding imperative, practices very wildly across regions in part due to historical, cultural, socio-economical and political factors. A number of different models emerge against which individual institutions can better understand their relative degrees of freedom. The paper will present an analysis of these models and its possible applicability to different regions of the world. 

· Lessons learned from North American Fund Raising initiatives on academic standards 

A number of best practices can be derived from the different funding models and a clear picture of how funding can become an effective lever to enhance academic excellence, can be determined. 

Of particular interest is the North American model which has achieved considerable success on both fund raising effectiveness and outstanding academic excellence. 

· Fund Raising and Uses of Funds 

Academic excellence is also driven by the way funds raised are channeled to the different university constituencies in order to guarantee the primordial academic independence and overall standing. 

Corporate governance in the field of fund raising and academic independence are at the center of the essential balance between means and results. 


