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What’s new: UNICA Working Groups 
in general



Towards a Working Group…*

- 3 Imperative

- 2 Initiative

- 1 Insistence

0 THE MOMENT! 

+ 1 The Commitment

* Based on a presentation by Prof. Inga Bostad (UiO)



UNICA active Working
Groups

1995 - International Relations Officers

2001 - Scholarly Communication (Librarians) 

2003 - EduLAB (formerly Bologna Lab)

2006 - EU Research Liaison Officers

2008 - PhD Officers (Doctoral Studies/PhD Supervision)

2010 - UNICA GREEN (formerly UGAF) and PR & Communication

2012 – UNICA-MED

WGs “in the making” – City, University & Culture / Academic Dugnad
- helping refugees in academia



Ownership

Working groups

• Chair and Core Group 
members • UNICA Newsletter

• Website

• WG Leaflet

Visibility & 
Recognition



PR & Communication
Summer & Winter Schools

What do these initiatives have in 
common?

- Established recently

- Launched by IROs

- Addressing internationalisation



PR & Communication Group



PR & Communication Group 
(1)

• Created in 2010, Chair: Katerina Nikolaidou (UCY)

• Imperative: Changing status of university PR & 
Communication, influence of internationalisation

• Target group: University professionals in charge 
of PR, Communication, Press Relations, 
International & Student Marketing

• Topics of interest: branding at universities, 
internationalisation & communication, evaluation
of marketing campaigns, university in digital era, 
science communication, skills portfolio of a 
university PR officer….



PR & Communication Group 
(2) Activities

• 6 annual Workshops; 7th annual Workshop to take place 
in June (U. of Iceland)

• Workshop at the EUPRIO Conference 2013

• Informal job shadowing activities

• Consulting role (new UNICA website, Summer & Winter 
Schools Portal, new UNICA Mission & Vision)

• Currently explored: EC project proposals



Questions for YOU!

• How many of you work closely with university PR & 
Communication officers?

• Which topics discussed by the PR & Communication 
Group are you interested in/do you find relevant for your
work as an IRO?

• Do you see any project opportunities that could be
explored jointly by IRO and PR & Comms Groups?



Summer & Winter Schools



Summer & Winter Schools

• Created in 2012, Chair: -

• Target group: Organisers of Summer & Winter Schools

• Imperative: Emphasis on internationalization @home, Summer 
& Winter Schools as „mobility teasers” &„university tasters”

• Aim: Develop collaboration between UNICA member 
universities that organize international summer & winter 
schools and with members that want to start or expand one.

• Topics of interest: summer/winter schools marketing, 
recognition of summer schools courses, summer/winter 
schools as tools for internationalization, UNICA joint summer 
schools & “sharing” visiting professors….



The Portal Session at EAIE Conference 2014

SWS Outcomes



Questions for YOU!

How many of you have organised summer & winter
schools?

Would you be interested in discussing the place and role of 
summer & winter schools at the IRO meetings?

How can we develop the Portal further?



Thank you!
Hvala!

Contact:

Marta Brelih-Wasowska

marta.wasowska@unica-network.eu


