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The purpose of the Project
LxConventos - From sacred city to
secular town. The extinction of
religious orders and the dynamics
of urban transformation in the
nineteenth century Lisbon
was to study the impact of the
dissolution of the religious orders
and their houses
on the development, functions and
image of the new liberal city.

Built until the late 18th century,
Lisbon ś convents were, and still are,
buildings of exceptional character
and symbolic landmarks in the city,
which imposed themselves due to
their prime location, scale,
architectonical and artistic
relevance, by their specific spatiality,
by the stories built throughout
history.



We intended to grasp the importance of Lisbon religious houses before and after
the 1755 Earthquake, and assess how the religious orders were distributed in the city’s
territory. In a micro-scale, we wanted to know how many and when were these buildings
demolished, how many were converted to new functions, how the urbanization process of the
grounds was conducted, etc.
For the present diagnosis, it was important to map the existing buildings and
identify their functions and assess their risk degree.



From the 116 religious houses identified, 89 were monasteries, convents or colleges, 22 
were hospices and 5 were retirement homes. 
Tours in situ also made it possible to monitor the current situation and compare it with 
the universe established for 1834, with the identification of still existent buildings (43), 
partially demolished buildings (23), remnants of buildings (10) and buildings that were 
completely torn down (5). 
This information is available at http://lxconventos.cm-lisboa.pt/mapa
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Institute of Art
History/FCSH-NOVA

Lisbon City Council/ 
Heritage Department

Coordenation team 
allocated to the Project
2 Fellows (Art History; 

Architecture). 

Torre do Tombo/National 
Archives

1 Fellow for conservation, 
restoration and digitization 

of the Inventories of the 
dissolution of Lisbon 

religious buildings (76 
processes and 127 

drawings).

NOVALINCS/Faculty of
Science and Technology

1 Fellow to develop The 
Lisbon Convents Support 

System, which would 
constitute a platform for 
accessing, managing and 

disseminating the 
information captured and

generated in the context of 
the project.

Sistemas do Futuro
The Patrimonium Premium database 

currently used in LCC was developed in 
order to house the alphanumeric, 

document and image.



http://lxconventos.cm-lisboa.pt/mapa/
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Demolished Convent of Trindade. Virtual reconstruction
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Ex- convent of Esperança

Ex- Convent of 

Santa Marta

Ex- Convent N. Senhora da Porta do Céu 
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Convent of Santos-o-Novo

Convent of Santíssimo Coração de Jesus, Estrela Convent  of N. Senhora da Soledade (Trinas)



“From sacred city to secular town: the extinction of religious orders and the dynamics of urban 
transformation in the 19th century Lisbon”

Convent of  Nossa Senhora da Boa-Hora 

and Santa Rita; Convent of Sta. Joana
Monastery of  Nossa Senhora do Desterro 
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Convent N. Sra da Graça

Convent of Sta. Joana

Built until the late 18th century, Lisbon ś
convents were, and still are, buildings of
exceptional character and symbolic landmarks
in the city



Demolished  Convent of Trindade
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