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First of all …. 

 
Congratulations to the University of Latvia 

 
 



 
 
 

Universities as ‘builders’ of nations, 
languages, literatures 

vs. 
Universities as promoters, guardians and 

practitioners of the international language 
and methods of science. 

 
 
 



 

Twenty years since the Bologna 
Declaration was signed... 

 
  
 
 
 
 



 

 
June 2018: 

 1100 people from around the world 
celebrate...and discuss the future of 

Higher Education 
 

ttp://bolognaprocess2019.it/ 
  
 
 
 
 



 

 
  
 
 
 
 



 

 
A celebration, and a discussion about 

the future 
 
 
 
 



 

 
After 20 years, the result of the Bologna 
Process, the European Higher Education 

Area (EHEA) comprises 48 countries, 
‘Consultative members’, and partner 

organizations 
 

www.ehea.info 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
The Paris Communiqué (June 2018) 
gave a number of indications about 

future directions 
 
 
 



 

 
 
“We ask the Bologna Follow Up Group to 
submit proposals for the main priorities 
for the next decade, in close cooperation 
with higher education institutions, staff 
and students ...” 
 
 



 

 
First, a consultation with the 48 BFUG 
member ministries, consultative members 
(the main organizations) and other 
partners. 
Now, national consultations in the 48 
member countries with ‘stakeholders’ (i.e. 
academics, staff, students, employers), and 
among the membership of the 
organizations. 
 



 

 
The existing six priorities were: 
 
1. Promoting active and responsible citizens 
2. Linking the EHEA and the ERA [European Research Area] 
3. Using digital technologies 
4. Supporting students from non-traditional backgrounds 
5. Enhancing teacher support 
6. Improving professional recognition 
 
 



 

 
All were confirmed except 6: 
6. Improving professional recognition 
 
Three further priorities were indicated: 
1. Innovation in Learning and Teaching 
2. Fundamental/core values 
3. Mobility 
 
 



 

 
The main result:  
The goal for 2030 and beyond will not be a list of 
priorities. It will be based on a ‘vision’ of the future 
and of the changes and challenges that Universities 
must face.  
 
 



 

 
For the Future, 2030 and beyond:  
 
We foresee a need for much greater flexibility, 
smaller pieces of learning, which can be accessed at 
any time in life when needed (for employment, 
professional or personal growth) rather than (almost 
exclusively) complete degree programmes.   
 
 



Short cycle higher education (SCHE) 
 
“microcredentials”…. 
 
Each person should be able develop their own path, a 
‘mosaic’ using the (adapted) transparency tools developed 
in the EHEA, with the possibility of accessing different 
kinds of learning environments, suitable for learners with 
different backgrounds 
 
 



But…what about Social Sciences and the 
Humanities? 
 
The Human Sciences? Is there space for them in this 
future scenario? 
 
 



I believe that they will be more important than ever, 
but that they must be approached in new ways.  
 
 



 
The example of History, the ‘pioneering’ subject 
area since 1989.   
 
 
 
 



Chosen as ‘banal’, ‘simple’, ‘universal’….but actually 
heuristically the most complex, the most ‘equivocal’ and 
problematic. 
 
Each country, each ‘national’ system of education, higher, 
but also elementary, produces its own brand of 
“institutionalized ignorance”, its own clichés, its own 
debates. 
 
 



The good news? 
 
….through international mobility (including virtual, 
or blended), learners can easily be brought into 
direct contact with other visions of the past (present 
and future) and can learn to contextualize them. 
 
 
 



This is true -- to a greater or lesser extent -- of all subject 
areas. In the case of the ‘Human Sciences’ it is more 
evident. 
 
Europe provides the prime example, a magnificent 
“learning environment”. European diversity, linguistic, 
cultural, historical provides rich stimulus for learning to 
look at reality from different points of view. 
 
 



In the worldwide Tuning process, History has been 
from the beginning a key subject area: in Europe, in 
Latin America, in Central Asia, in the US, in 
Georgia…. 
 
www.tuningacademy.org 
 
 



 
 
 



Today, History is still at the forefront, in creating 
transnational ‘Assessment reference frameworks’ : 
 
www.calohee.org 
 
 





 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Thank you 
k.isaacs@unipi.it 
 
 

The Human Sciences are alive and kicking, but they 
will need a lot of TLC, tender loving care, in the next 
decade(s) 
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