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 LingOA is a non-profit foundation (founded in 2015)    
Board members – Researchers, academics, journal editors

 Goal: Academic articles and research in Linguistics
published in fair open access

 Editorial board/Scientific society owns the Title of the Journals

 Authors own the copyright of their articles, and a CC-BY license applies

 Articles are published in Full Open Access (no open access fees and 
subscription fees, no ‘double dipping’)

 Article processing charges (APCs) are low and transparent

 APCs are covered by a dedicated fund during a 5-year transition period, after 
which a library consortium takes over APC payments
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 Journals moving to fair open access, within the LingOA
initiative

Several other international linguistics journals 
are moving to fair open access

Joining 
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end of 2016

Started in 
1989



The LingOA initiative

 Monitoring impact and quality metrics

Reassures the linguistic community that journals that 
flipped to fair open access are essentially the same

High-quality+Impact+Fair open access

Well-established journals in the field moving to fair
open access (rather then creating new journals)
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 Roadmap to Fair Open Access Discipline-based

 Model spreading to other disciplines
 Financial guarantee from CESAER

Journal 
editors 

embrace fair 
open access

APCs paid by 
organisations like 

MathOA and public 
financial guarantees

Libraries pay for 
APCs through 
Open Library 

consortia



Fair Open access publishing model

 Long term sustainability

https://www.openlibhums.org/ 



Fair Open access publishing model

 Long term sustainability

https://www.openlibhums.org/ 

- International library 

consortium (launched Jan 2015)
- Academic led, not for profit

- 212 library members (including 

University of Lisbon)

- Platform for Gold & Fair Open 

Access peer-reviewed journals

- OLH board accepts only 

existing journals

- APCs are low (< €1.000 article)

- Library membership fees 

between €500 and €1.500 year



Fair Open access publishing model

 Long term sustainability

https://www.openlibhums.org/ 

- International library 

consortium (launched Jan 2015)
- Academic led, not for profit

- 212 library members (including 

University of Lisbon)

- Platform for Gold & Fair Open 

Access peer-reviewed journals

- OLH board accepts only 

existing journals

- APCs are low (< €1.000 article)

- Library membership fees 

between €500 and €1.500 year

Soon be extended to 
Open Library of Sciences



Fair Open access publishing model

 Advantages

 Cost-effective fair open access model

 Redirects subscription money to APCs (real production costs)

 Cost-saving given the conversion of existing journals rather than 
creating new open-access avenues

 Introduces a competitive market price pressure to lower of the costs of 
scholarly publications

 Editors/academics/researchers lead the process



Fair Open Access publishing model

 Advantages

 Cost-effective fair open access model

 Redirects subscription money to APCs (real production costs)

 Cost-saving given the conversion of existing journal rather than 
creating new open-access avenues

 Introduces a competitive market price pressure to lower of the costs of 
scholarly publications
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 Risks

 Not enough editors/journals embrace the model. But evidence from 
LingOA shows otherwise.

 Too much success too quickly, requiring rapid scaling of OLH/OLS 
long-term sustainability. Evidence from OLH supports the model.
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