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Theory of Cities

• The particular advantage of cities derives from 
two processes:

1. Agglomeration externalities

2. Connectivity externalities

• This talk focuses on the latter

• The world city network is the expression of 
this advantage within corporate globalization



Global connectivities

• Advanced producer service firms provide 
financial, professional and creative support

• They do this through office networks in cities 
across the world

• GaWC monitors 175 leading firms across 526 
cities worldwide

• The 2016 results I am about to show are 
based upon: 

175 x 526 = 92,050 pieces of information
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Conclusions

• Warsaw is the one and only world city for 
Poland

• As capital city of Poland it is ranked where 
expected for its GNP (GNP rankings: Poland 25th, 

Austria 29th, Czech Rep 50th, Hungary 58th, Slovak Rep 65th)

• Like the other capital cities it has very limited 
extra-European links

• It is very much a European world city


