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« (Higher ) Education is no longer preparation for an assumed
stable future but a nurturing of individual and collective potential
to live well and skilfully in an already complex and volatile world,  
towards human and planetary betterment ."

Steven Sterling, Professor of Sustainability Education, 

Centre for Sustainable Futures, Plymouth University , UK

Special Advisor on ESD
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1972

ÅUN Conference on the environment: Stockholm Declaration
ÅYear that the Talloires Declaration was drafted and adopted by HE 

Leaders 

1992

ÅUnited Nations Conference On Environment And Development (Earth 
Summit, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil)
ÅAgenda 21 is adopted

1993

ÅIAU drafts and adopts the Kyoto Declaration
ÅHESD becomes IAU key thematic priority

2000

ÅThe Earth Charter is adopted
ÅMillennium Summit and adoption MDGs, New York

2002

ÅWorld Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg
ÅIAU takes part and develops GHESP: Global Higher Education for 

Sustainability Partnership (Type II partnership)



2005

-2014

ÅUnited Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development 
ÅIAU key partner

2009

ÅUNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable 
Development (Bonn, Germany)
ÅIAU sat on Bonn Declaration drafting committee

2012

ÅRio+20: United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development
ÅIAU contributed to creating the Peopleôs Sustainability Treaty on 

higher education and creates HESD global portal
ÅIAU partner in HESI ïHE for Sustainability Initiative

2014

ÅIAU 2014 International Conference on Higher Education and 
Traditional Knowledge for SD, Iquitos, Peru (Spring)
ÅUNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable 

Development  (Nagoya, Japan) - IAU coordinated the HE and 
Research Workshop
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQ9ETC8bk70
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQ9ETC8bk70




ESD principles and definitions

ESD concerns educational content and 
methodology

ESD promotes skills like critical thinking and 
imagining future scenarios

ESD treats the three pillars of SD in an 
integrated manner

ESD encompasses formal, non -formal and 
informal education and learning

ESD also encompasses activities that are in line 
with the above but may not be called óESDô



2015

ÅUNESCO Global Action Programme on ESD
ÅIAU Key Partner Network to Action Area 2
ÅIAU New strategic plan on HESD 2016-2030

2016

ÅIAU General Conferenceon HE ïA catalyst
for innovative and sustainable societies, 
Bangkok, November



Global Action Programme ï
Priority Action Areas 

To enable strategic focus and foster stakeholder commitment, the Global Action Programme (GAP) 
on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) has identified five priority action areas to 
advance the ESD agenda.

PRIORITY ACTION AREA 1: Advancing policy
Mainstream ESD into both education and sustainable development policies, to create an enabling 
environment for ESD and to bring about systemic change

PRIORITY ACTION AREA 2: Transforming learning and training environments
Integrate sustainability principles into education and training settings

PRIORITY ACTION AREA 3: Building capacities of educators and trainers
Increase the capacities of educators and trainers to more effectively deliver ESD

PRIORITY ACTION AREA 4: Empowering and mobilizing youth
Multiply ESD actions among youth

PRIORITY ACTION AREA 5: Accelerating sustainable solutions at local level
At community level, scale up ESD programmes and multi -stakeholder ESD networks
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http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/advancing-policy
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/transforming-learning
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/building-capacities
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/youth
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/local-level


P R I O R I T Y  A C T I O N  A R E A  1 :

A D V A N C I N G  P O L I C Y

M a i n s t r e a m  E S D  i n t o  b o t h  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  p o l i c i e s ,  t o  c r e a t e  a n  e n a b l i n g  

e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  E S D  a n d  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  s y s t e m i c  
c h a n g e

P R I O R I T Y  A C T I O N  A R E A  2 :

T R A N S F O R M I N G  L E A R N I N G  A N D  T R A I N I N G  
E N V I R O N M E N T S

i n t e g r a t e  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  p r i n c i p l e s  i n t o  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  
t r a i n i n g  s e t t i n g s

IAU in the GAP

http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/advancing-policy
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/advancing-policy
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/transforming-learning
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/transforming-learning


Added value of IAU as 
global network
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IAU as global 
Forum

Meetings and 
conferences

Partnership 
building

Policy and 
practice

Publications



IAUôs involvement in SD

Declarations
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Kyoto 1993

Prague 2008

Iquitos 2014 Bonn 2009

Nagoya 2014

Paris 2015

Declarations
1993 and 

2014

Conferences
-every year

Barcelona 
2015

Bangkok 
2016

Beijing 2006

Columbia 
2016



2030 Development Agenda and associated SDGs


