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The University of Edinburgh  
 
With our rich history, noted alumni and distinguished scholars, we have much to be proud of in 
our many centuries as a world-renowned university. 
 
From Nobel laureates and Olympic champions to space explorers and prime ministers, the 
University of Edinburgh has been influencing history since it opened the gates to its first students 
in 1583. 
 
Ground-breaking thinkers 
 
Following the Scottish Enlightenment of the 18th century, the University was positioned at the 
forefront of academia and critical thinking. Our ideas began to draw the world’s attention to the 
University, the city of Edinburgh and Scotland. At the forefront of this creative process was a group 
of Edinburgh academics who were united in their determination to challenge what was already 
known about the world. 
 
Among this group was David Hume, philosopher, economist and essayist known for his 
philosophical skepticism and empiricism; Joseph Black, the chemist behind the discovery of latent 
heat and carbon dioxide; and James Hutton, the ‘Father of Modern Geology’. Their ideas helped 
build the foundations for the world in which we live. 
 

 
Old College Quadrangle | Photography by © http://www.nealesmith.com 

 
Shaping the past, the present and the future 
 
We are the home of Britain’s oldest literary awards, the James Tait Black Prizes, and Dolly the 
sheep, the first animal to be cloned from an adult somatic cell. It was also here at the University of 
Edinburgh that Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was inspired to create his notorious character, Sherlock 
Holmes, and James Young Simpson pioneered anesthetics through his discovery of the properties 
of chloroform. More recently, theoretical physicist and Professor Emeritus Peter Higgs was jointly 
awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics for his 1964 prediction of the Higgs Boson. 
 
Through the many achievements of its staff and students, the University has continued to present 
cutting-edge research, inspirational teaching and innovative thinking as its central ethos, 
attracting some of the greatest minds from around the globe.  
 

http://www.nealesmith.com/
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Roslin Innovation Centre | Photography by Andrew Smith - SG Photography Ltd 

 
The University today 
 
The University of Edinburgh is one of the world's top universities, consistently ranked in the 
world top 50 and currently placed 20 in the 2019/2020 QS World University Rankings.  
 
Our entrepreneurial and cross-disciplinary culture attract students and staff from over 140 
countries, which creates a unique Edinburgh experience. We provide a stimulating working, 
learning and teaching environment with access to excellent facilities and attract the world's best, 
from Nobel Prize laureates to future explorers, pioneers and inventors.  
 
As host to more than 40,000 students, the University of Edinburgh continues to attract the world’s 
greatest minds.   
 

 
McEwan Hall | Photography by Neil Hanna 
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City of Edinburgh  
 
The University is at the heart of the city of Edinburgh. Scotland’s inspiring capital is one of 
Europe’s great cultural hubs and a stimulating place to study. 
 
Edinburgh is regularly voted as one of the best places to live in the world. Cobbled lanes, dramatic 
skylines and striking architecture combine to produce a stimulating setting for the writers, 
philosophers, political thinkers and inventors whose stories have been woven into the capital's 
fabric throughout history.  
 
The city’s medieval Old Town and Georgian New Town, which offer contrasting history and 
architecture, have been designated UNESCO World Heritage sites, covering almost 2 square miles 
with over 75% of all the buildings listed, giving it the highest concentration of listed buildings 
anywhere in the UK. 
 
With an array of museums, galleries, parks, gardens, pubs, clubs, restaurants, shops, theatres, 
cinemas, sports facilities and much more, you’ll find something for every taste in the city. And not 
forgetting the biggest arts festival in the world, the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, which takes place 
in the city every August.  
 
Well known for its friendly people, its safe, green environment and its stunning architecture, 
Edinburgh is a compact city, which makes it easy to get around. Wherever you are in the city, you 
are seldom far from open countryside and our central location and excellent transport links make 
it easy to travel to other parts of Scotland.  
 
Edinburgh enjoys a creative and cultural significance that was further confirmed with its 
appointment as the world's first UNESCO City of Literature – a permanent title reflecting its 
recognition as a worldwide centre for literary activity. You couldn’t ask for a more inspiring 
setting in which to further knowledge and broaden horizons. 
 
Visit our city web pages to find out more about our stunning city.  
 

  
Princes Street Gardens and Edinburgh Castle | Photography by Tricia Malley & Ross Gillespie 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/about/city
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ACCOMMODATION 
 
University of Edinburgh Accommodation  
 
The University of Edinburgh has two Hotels, one based at Pollock Halls, a short walk away from 
the University and one based in the city centre. Both Hotels have recently been refurbished to a 
very high standard and offer quality 3* and 4* bedrooms. 
 
We are delighted to offer you preferential/discounted rates as a visitor to the University of 
Edinburgh.  
 
The information below details prices and room types, however you can also contact the 
Reservations team on +44 (0)131 651 2007 who can provide more information, or may be able 
to offer an even better price, depending on the time of year.  
 
The Salisbury Green Hotel and Bistro 
 
Address: Pollock Halls, 18 Holyrood Park Road, Edinburgh EH16 5AY 
 
Located in peaceful landscaped grounds adjoining Holyrood Park and within easy walking 
distance of Edinburgh’s Old Town and the city’s major attractions, Salisbury Green Hotel and 
Bistro offers 108 superbly appointed rooms – 36 in its 18th Century Mansion House, and 72 
recently refurbished deluxe rooms in its Masson House right next door.  
 
The Hotel has a lounge and bistro where you can relax and enjoy a drink or dinner. We also offer 
complimentary tea and cafetiere coffee and Wi-Fi in all rooms. There are also parking and electric 
charging points (subject to availability) available for our guests and all the rates below include a 
full Scottish breakfast and continental buffet.  
 
2019 Rates - Salisbury Green Hotel & Bistro 
 

Room Type & occupancy Jan–Mar Apr-Jun 
Oct-Dec Jul/Sept Aug 

Deluxe room 
(single occupancy) £85 £85 £95 £95 

Double room 
(single occupancy) £75 £75 £85 £85 

 
KM Central 
 
Address: 7 Richmond Place, Edinburgh, EH8 9ST 
 
The modern layout and stylish design of the rooms provide everything you need to relax and 
unwind after a busy day working, or enjoying the sights and sounds of Edinburgh. The fantastic 
central location means that George Square, Princes Street, Waverley Rail Station and the Royal 
Mile are just a short walk away. We offer complimentary tea, coffee and Wi-Fi in all rooms, and a 

https://www.edinburghfirst.co.uk/accommodation-internal/salisbury-green-hotel-and-bistro/
https://www.edinburghfirst.co.uk/accommodation-internal/km-central/
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full Scottish breakfast with a continental buffet is served in Circa, our modern dining area and 
lounge, is included in your rate.  
 
2019 Rates - KM Central 
 

Room Type & occupancy Jan–Mar Apr-Jun 
Oct-Dec Jul/Sept Aug 

Double room 
(single occupancy) £90 £90 £105 £105 

 
To note: 
• Rates detailed are inclusive of VAT, subject to availability and include breakfast. The above 

rate are applicable to Sunday to Thursday nights only. Where a rate is reduced to less than the 
noted rate above, the reduced rate would be offered. 

• Rates are quoted on single occupancy; an additional person charge of £20.00 per room, per 
night would be applied for double occupancy. 

• No charge will be made for cancellations up to 3 days prior to arrival date. 
 
To book a room: 
To book bedrooms visit the on-line booking service http://www.book.accom.ed.ac.uk and enter 
promotion code EG19 to access your discounted rate. Alternatively you can contact the 
Reservations team on +44 (0)131 651 2007 who will be happy to answer any questions and help 
you with your booking. 
 
City Centre Accommodation 
 
There are also various other accommodation options across the city of Edinburgh. Below we have 
listed several hotels that guests have used in the past and recommended: 
 
Apex Grassmarket Hotel 
Address: 31-35 Grassmarket, Edinburgh, EH1 2HS 
Telephone: +44 (0)131 441 0440 
 

Ten Hill Place 
Address: 10 Hill Place, Edinburgh, EH8 9DS 
Telephone: +44 (0)131 662 2080 
 

Residence Inn Edinburgh 
Address: 36 Simpson Loan Quartermile, Edinburgh, EH3 9GG 
Telephone: +44 (0)131 229 7150 
 

Radisson Blu Hotel 
Address: 80 High Street, The Royal Mile, Edinburgh, EH1 1TH 
Telephone: +44 (0)131 473 6590 
 

IBIS Hotel South Bridge 
Address: 77 South Bridge, Edinburgh, EH1 1HN 
Telephone: +44 (0)131 292 0000 

http://www.book.accom.ed.ac.uk/
https://www.visitscotland.com/destinations-maps/edinburgh/accommodation/
http://www.apexhotels.co.uk/en/hotels/edinburgh/apex-international-hotel/
https://www.tenhillplace.com/
https://www.marriott.co.uk/hotels/travel/ediri-residence-inn-edinburgh/
http://www.radissonblu.co.uk/hotel-edinburgh
http://www.ibis.com/gb/hotel-8484-ibis-edinburgh-centre-south-bridge-royal-mile/index.shtml
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TRANSPORT 
 

Getting to Edinburgh 
 
Aeroplane  
 
Edinburgh Airport receives daily flights from more than 20 UK and 40 European airports, as well 
as daily transatlantic flights. Flights from international destinations are also scheduled 
throughout the week. 
 
Train 
 
The main railway station in Edinburgh city centre is Edinburgh Waverley. Some trains also stop 
at Haymarket which is a smaller station located in the West End. 
 
Edinburgh has excellent rail links throughout the UK. The East Coast mainline, which links 
Edinburgh and London King’s Cross, is the UK's fastest intercity railway – you can travel between 
the cities in just over 4 hours. Or, if you prefer to travel overnight, a sleeper service runs between 
London Euston and Edinburgh. There are great links to other cities too – the journey to Glasgow 
only takes 50 minutes, while York, Newcastle, Inverness or Aberdeen can be reached in 2 – 3 
hours. 
 
Car 
 
Route information for drivers can be found on the RAC or AA websites. 
 
Parking in the city centre can be quite difficult due to its historic nature. For up-to-date 
information on parking charges and spaces, please visit the Edinburgh Council website. We would 
also recommend speaking to your chosen accommodation for information on nearby car parking 
spaces. 
 
Travelling from the Airport to City Centre 
 
Edinburgh Airport is located approximately 13km outside of the city centre. 
 
Taxi 
 
The most direct way to travel from Edinburgh Airport to the City Centre is via taxi. Taxis are 
available from just outside the Arrivals Hall at the Airport. The journey will take approximately 
30 minutes and cost around £18 - £25, dependent on traffic. 
 
Bus 
 
There are frequent Airlink buses running to and from the Airport (£4.50 for single ticket, £7.50 
for open return). The number 100 Airlink bus will take you from the Airport to Waverley Bridge 
in the city centre – this will take approximately 30 minutes, dependent on traffic. If you are staying 
in University of Edinburgh Accommodation at the Salisbury Green Hotel and Bistro, we would 
recommend alternatively taking the number 300 Skylink bus, which will take you from the Airport 

https://www.edinburghairport.com/
https://www.scotrail.co.uk/plan-your-journey/stations-and-facilities/edb
https://www.scotrail.co.uk/plan-your-journey/stations-and-facilities/hym
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
http://www.rac.co.uk/route-planner
http://www.theaa.com/route-planner/index.jsp
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20275/parking
https://www.lothianbuses.com/our-services/airport-buses/
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through the south of the city. You would need to get off at the Newington Road stop and it is then 
a two minute walk to the Salisbury Green Hotel and Bistro. 
 
Tram 
 
There is a regular tram service connecting the Airport and city centre. A tram from the Airport 
will take approximately 35 minutes, taking you to the main city centre tram terminus at St 
Andrew’s Square. 
 

 
Aerial View of the City of Edinburgh | Photography by Guthrie Aerial 

 

Transport Options in Edinburgh 
 
Taxi 
 
There are various taxi companies available in Edinburgh such as Central Taxis. Please visit their 
websites for full contact and hire details. 
 
Bus 
 
Lothian Buses is the main bus operator in the city of Edinburgh. A single journey costs £1.70 for 
an adult. If you are planning on taking several bus journeys on the same day it is instead cost 
effective to get a day ticket which offers unlimited use of Lothian buses and Edinburgh trams for 
one day for £4. You can purchase your tickets from the bus driver – if you use cash for this you 
will need to have exact change or alternatively some buses have recently introduced contactless 
card payment. For full information on services and timetables please visit the Lothian Buses 
website.  
 
Bike 
 
Edinburgh has a good network of cycle routes – for more information on cycling in the city, 
please visit: http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20087/cycling_and_walking 
 

https://edinburghtrams.com/news
https://www.taxis-edinburgh.co.uk/
https://www.lothianbuses.com/maps-and-times/network-maps/
https://www.lothianbuses.com/timetables/
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20087/cycling_and_walking
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JustEat bikes have been installed across the city centre and can be hired for 1 hour (£1.50) or a 
full day (£3) via the app.  
 
Walk 
 
Both the Old Town and New Town in Edinburgh are UNESCO World Heritage sites so walking 
through the city is a great way to explore and keep active. Check out Visit Scotland for excellent 
walking routes throughout the city and further afield.  
 

 
Calton Hill | Photography by Paul Dodds 

 

Getting to the University of Edinburgh 
 
In advance of your visit, you will be sent a finalized programme. This programme will list all details 
for your visit including date, time, venue, delegations, and schedule. The venue details will provide 
full address and postcode and include a map link. 
 
The University of Edinburgh spans a number of sites. Information is available on how to travel to 
each of the University's main sites using various transport options: 
 
• Central Area and George Square 
• King’s Buildings 
• BioQuarter 
• Easter Bush Campus 
• Pollock Halls 
• Western General Hospital 
• Edinburgh College of Art 
 
If you are visiting the University by car, please be aware that parking is limited at some of our 
campuses. For more information on parking around the University, please contact our Transport 
and Parking Office at +44 (0)131 650 9101 or by email at transport@ed.ac.uk. The Transport and 
Parking Office is open Monday – Friday, 08.45am – 16.30. 

https://edinburghcyclehire.com/
https://www.visitscotland.com/destinations-maps/edinburgh/see-do/walking/
https://www.ed.ac.uk/maps/maps
https://www.ed.ac.uk/transport/travelling-here/central-area
https://www.ed.ac.uk/transport/travelling-here/kings-buildings
https://www.ed.ac.uk/transport/travelling-here/bioquarter
https://www.ed.ac.uk/transport/travelling-here/easter-bush
https://www.ed.ac.uk/transport/travelling-here/travelling-to-pollock
https://www.ed.ac.uk/transport/travelling-here/travelling-western-general
https://www.ed.ac.uk/transport/travelling-here/travelling-to-eca
https://www.ed.ac.uk/transport/parking/visitors
mailto:transport@ed.ac.uk
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CITY CENTRE MAP 
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION 
 
Visas 
 
Information on visas and travelling to the UK on business are available at the following website: 
https://www.gov.uk/visit-uk-business-trip 
 
If you require a visa for entry into the UK and are asked to provide additional documentation to 
support your visa application, please email global.admin@ed.ac.uk who will provide you with a 
letter of invitation from the University of Edinburgh.  
 
Language 
 
The official language of the UK is English. Other languages spoken include Scottish Gaelic, Irish, 
and Welsh. 
 
Weather 
 
There is a Scottish saying of, 'there's no such thing as bad weather, only the wrong clothes!' 
Scotland's weather can be quite changeable and sometimes it is possible to experience all four 
seasons in one day!  
 
We would recommend checking the weather forecast in advance of your visit and reading Visit 
Scotland’s guide to Scottish weather.  
 
Currency 
 
Scotland shares the same currency as the rest of the UK, the British pound sterling (£). One pound 
is divided into 100 pence (p). 
 
Coins come in denominations of 1p, 2p, 5p, 10p, 20p, 50p, £1 and £2. 
 
Banknotes come in denominations of £5, £10, £20 and £50. Bank of England banknotes are legal 
tender in Scotland. Some Scottish banks issue their own notes and, although their designs differ 
from Bank of England notes, they are also legal tender everywhere in the UK. 
 
Cash can be withdrawn from ATMs across the city and major debit/credit cards and Apple Pay are 
widely accepted including contactless transactions up to £30.  
 
Timezone 
 
The UK uses Greenwich Mean Time (GMT), also known as Western European Time (UTC). 
 
From late March to late October, the UK uses British Summer Time (BST), also known as Western 
European Summer Time (UTC+01:00). 
 

https://www.gov.uk/visit-uk-business-trip
mailto:global.admin@ed.ac.uk
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
https://www.visitscotland.com/about/practical-information/weather/
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Electricity  
 
The standard electrical voltage in the United Kingdom is 230 V, 50-60 HZ. 
 
A standard UK plug is three-pin. 
 
Telephone 
 
British telephone numbers comprise an area code and then the local number.  
 
The Edinburgh area code is 0131. When calling from outside of the UK, this 
would be +44 131.  
 
Smoking 
 
It is against the law to smoke in Scotland’s indoor public places. This includes pubs, restaurants 
and cafés, public buildings, sport and shopping centres, hospitals, within airports and on public 
transport. 
 
Emergency Contacts  
 
Emergency services (police, fire and ambulance) can be called on 999 in the UK.  
 
Out-of-hours free medical advice is available across the UK via NHS24 by phoning 111. During the 
call with NHS24 you will be asked about your location and your reason for contacting the service. 
This will be used to direct your call to a suitable health professional, such as a nurse, pharmacist 
or dental nurse. They will talk to you about your symptoms and tell you what care they think you 
need. Please note, this number should not be called in emergencies and if you think someone’s life 
is at risk – for emergencies please dial 999.  
 
Shopping 
 
General service hours are 09:00 – 17:00 but the opening and closing hours for shops across 
Edinburgh will vary greatly. Thursday tends to be late night shopping for Princes Street in the 
New Town, one of the city’s main shopping streets.  
 
There are a variety of supermarket and local grocery stores across the city. The main 
supermarkets in the UK include Tesco, ASDA, Sainsbury’s, Morrisons, Lidl and Aldi. There are also 
many smaller shops that sell food from the local area or from around the world. To find your 
nearest food shop, please visit: http://www.yelp.co.uk/c/edinburgh/grocery. Most local 
supermarkets stay open quite late into the evening.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.yelp.co.uk/c/edinburgh/grocery
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EXPLORING EDINBURGH 
 
Local Attractions 
 
We’ve picked out some of our favorites below, but for a full guide of things to see and do in 
Edinburgh, please visit the following websites: 
• https://www.visitscotland.com/destinations-maps/edinburgh/   
• https://edinburgh.org/  
 
Edinburgh Castle 
Situated at the top of the Royal Mile, Edinburgh Castle dominates the skyline of the city and is 
Scotland’s most visited attraction.  
 
Holyrood Palace 
Located at the bottom of the Royal Mile, the beautiful Palace of Holyrood House is the Queen's 
official residence in Edinburgh and the home of Scottish royal history. 
 
The Royal Mile 
The Royal Mile runs through the heart of the Old Town of Edinburgh. Famous for its beautiful 
architecture and winding cobblestoned Closes, a walk from Edinburgh Castle to the Palace of 
Holyrood House is a definite must during a visit to the city.  
 
National Galleries of Scotland 
Some of the finest art in Scotland is all situated within walking distance of the city centre. Try the 
Scottish National Gallery for the best in both international and Scottish art, the Scottish National 
Gallery of Modern Art for must-see contemporary art and fantastic sculpture parks, and the 
Scottish National Portrait Gallery for fascinating portraiture in a rich variety of media. 
 

 
National Galleries of Scotland on the Mound | Photography by Paul Dodds 

 
 
 

https://www.visitscotland.com/destinations-maps/edinburgh/
https://edinburgh.org/
https://www.edinburghcastle.scot/
http://www.royalcollection.org.uk/
https://www.visitscotland.com/info/towns-villages/royal-mile-and-grassmarket-p918401
https://www.nationalgalleries.org/
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National Museum of Scotland 
Located on Chambers Street, near to the University of Edinburgh’s central campus, the National 
Museum of Scotland takes you on a journey through the natural word, art and design, world 
cultures, science and technology, and Scottish history.  
 
Royal Botanic Gardens  
With a history dating back over 350 years, the Royal Botanic Gardens in Edinburgh boasts 70 acres 
of beautiful landscape and plants with a stunning view of Edinburgh’s skyline.  
 
Arthur’s Seat 
Located next to the Palace of Holyrood House, Holyrood Park is famous for its extinct volcano, 
Arthur’s Seat. It takes about an hour to climb to the top, but equally incredible views can be take 
in from the cliffs in front, Salisbury Crags, which only take 20 minutes to climb. Please note, the 
hike is quite steep and appropriate footwear and outdoor clothing should be worn 
 

 
Scottish Parliament, Dynamic Earth, and Holyrood Park | Photography by Paul Dodds 

 
Tours of the City 
 
There are a variety of tours available in the city centre including both guided walking tours and 
local city bus tours.  
 
If you are interested in the scientific, medical, and technological heritage of Edinburgh you can 
visit www.curiousedinburgh.org and download one of the walking tour apps.  
 
Festivals  
 
Edinburgh is home to the most varied and dynamic calendar of international events and festivals 
in the world. There are 12 major annual festivals, each bringing talent from around the globe to 
our streets and stages, making the celebration of diversity an intrinsic part of the city's culture. 
 

http://www.nms.ac.uk/
https://www.rbge.org.uk/
https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/lothian/arthurs-seat.shtml
https://www.visitscotland.com/see-do/tours/
http://www.curiousedinburgh.org/
https://www.edinburghfestivalcity.com/
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Recommended Restaurants 
 
With more restaurants per head than any other UK city, whatever you are looking to eat, 
Edinburgh has it. The capital has an international flavour and offers a variety of national cuisines.  
 
Tipping is normally a standard 10 – 15% of the final bill. For larger groups, sometimes a suggested 
tip is already included on the final bill.  
 
We’ve picked out some of our favorites below, but for a full guide to local restaurant and eateries, 
please visit the following websites: 
• https://food.list.co.uk/ 
• https://www.visitscotland.com/see-do/food-drink/ 
 
The Outsider Restaurant 
George IV Bridge, Edinburgh EH1 1EE 
Telephone: +44 (0)131 226 3131 
 
Hotel du Vin & Bistro  
11 Bristo Place, Edinburgh EH1 1EZ 
Telephone: +44 (0)131 285 1479 
 
Howies Restaurant 
10 – 14 Victoria Street, Edinburgh EH1 2HG 
Telephone: +44 (0)131 225 1721 
 
Cannonball Restaurant 
356 Castlehill, Edinburgh, EH1 2NF 
Telephone: +44 (0)131 225 1550 
 
Café Anduluz Old Town  
10 – 11 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh EH1 1EE 
Telephone: +44 (0)131 226 1002 
 
Chaophraya Thai Restaurant 
4th Floor, 33 Castle Street, Edinburgh EH2 3DN 
Telephone: +44 (0)131 226 7614 
 
 
 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

For further information, please contact: 
Business Unit 

Edinburgh Global 
The University of Edinburgh 

+44 (0)131 651 5774 
global.admin@ed.ac.uk 

https://food.list.co.uk/
https://www.visitscotland.com/see-do/food-drink/
http://www.theoutsiderrestaurant.com/
https://www.hotelduvin.com/locations/edinburgh/bistro/
https://www.howies.uk.com/victoria-street-edinburgh/
https://www.contini.com/cannonball
https://www.cafeandaluz.com/restaurants/edinburgh-old-town
https://chaophraya.co.uk/edinburgh
mailto:global.admin@ed.ac.uk
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