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Joint Research Centre supports EU policies

Our Mission : 

" As the science and knowledge service of the 

Commission our mission is to support EU policies 

with independent evidence throughout the whole 

policy cycle ."

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc

Our Support to Urban policies :

Helping cities to grow sustainably through

strengthening the evidence base, providing

models for scenario design and hosting

platforms .

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc


Specifically JRC provides knowledge and tools 
for:

ü Urban Agenda for the EU.

ü Evaluation of policies and strategies at urban scale via Territorial 
Impact Assessment (ñurban proofingò).

ü Knowledge for t hematic urban issues , e.g. with Covenant of 
Mayors on Energy Efficiency .

ü Evaluating consistency of policies with the implementation of 
SDGs at local level .

ü EU external policy and cooperation : links to the New Urban Agenda 
and the European Consensus on Development.



Dealing with the deluge:

Managing Knowledge to better Inform Policy



A Commission - wide initiative for a 
comprehensive Territorial Knowledge -
base with:

1. Advanced Analytical and Modelling 
capacity to understand spatio -
temporal processes.

2. Communities of Practice (CoP-
Cities )

3. Field studies (City -Labs )

4. Dedicated platforms to exchange 
information & knowledge for policy 
learning

KCTP

Knowledge Centre for Territorial Policies ( KC TP)



KC TP: Analysis and Modelling

Territorial Impact Assessment

RHOMOLO: Investments, Infrastructures, Human 

Capital

Territorial Trends

LUISA: GDP and Demographic trends (Reference)



KC TP: STRAT -Board - Mapping of Urban 
and Territorial Strategies

https://urban.jrc.ec.europa.eu/strat-board

Information on 
European 
investments and 
strategies in 
Cities and urban 
areas ïin the 
frame of Cohesion 
and Regional 
Development 
Policies

https://urban.jrc.ec.europa.eu/strat-board


KC TP: Analysis and Modelling

Beyond Europa -> African and

Global Scope
ü Global Human Settlement Layers 

(1975, 1990, 2000, 2015 ) .

ü Global, harmonised definition of 
cities.

ü Global City/Centres Database.

ü Future of Cities and Urban Spaces in 
Africa.



KC TP: Community of Practice on CITIES

ü To connect people, enable dialogue and sharing 
interests , views and ideas among stakeholders.

ü To strengthen the evidence base, enhance 
knowledge and provide the Commission and
other policy -makers with a holistic overview.

ü To provide the capacity to anticipate challenges.

ü To work with Cities and Citizens (City -Labs).



Towards a network of City Labs - Aims

Environment where stakeholders & decision makers 
can ñinteractò with data & scenarios at the city scale:

ü Explore possible city development trajectories
(future horizons ).

ü Contributing to the governance of the city.

ü Collecting and sharing quantitative and qualitative 
information , at the larger functional area level.

@MIT



ü Current pilots in Amsterdam, Madrid, Sofia, Seville

ü Access to and quality of housing :

× Who owns the city and who will own the city if we 
leave it up to the market? 

ü City strategy:

× Moving from data to formulating goals (visions)

üStakeholdersô engagement:

×Quantitative evidence and stakeholdersô engagement 

Towards a network of City Labs ï
Examples of themes



KC TP: Urban Data Platform

Aconcrete response to 

the demand for better 

knowledge on cities

as part of the

http://urban.jrc.ec.europa.eu

http://urban.jrc.ec.europa.eu/


Other activities : Sustainable Development Goals


