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University <-> Warsaw //  Evolution of cooperation model

CONTEXT AND TIMEFRAME
DATE MILESTONES BACKGROUND AND IMPACT

2010 Innovative Warsaw Report First comprehensive analysis of academic and R&D potential in Warsaw, 
reference material for the debate on academic and research potential in 
Warsaw, relations between the city and University, bonding with the City 
Council Centre for Social Communication (CSC)

2011 UNICA Conferrence: Cities and 
Universities for Creation of Knowledge 
and Innovation

International UNICA cconference in Warsaw as an inspiration for 
tightening collaboration between the city and University 
http://www.euroreg-unicaconference.pl 

2013/14 Expert Wednesdays A series of networking meetings organized by the CSC for executive City 
Council officers and unit directors as well as scientists presenting policy
and research proposals as well as results in order to provide synergies. 

2013 Mapping of knowledge brokers and 
potential for cooperation

Working document elaborated by Sylwia Borkowska (EUROREG graduate, 
CSC employee)

2014-17 Closer cooperation Many parallel research and student projects carried out on commission, in 
cooperation or with the participation of the City.

2016 Cooperation officers Formal cooperation officers at the University and in the City Council

2017 Formal cooperation agreement Official signing of the cooperation agreement

2018 Biennale Warszawa Establishment of an experimental hybrid institution based on combining 
performing arts, political activism and scientific research.

2018 Academic Warsaw Initiative Coordination of dispersed and individual activities
http://akademicka.warszawa.pl/ 



Pillars of cooperation: PEOPLE

Grażyna Cieślak - gcieslak@um.warszawa.pl

Magda Jekiel - jjekiel@um.warszawa.pl

Agnieszka Olechnicka – a.olechnicka@uw.edu.pl

Katarzyna Wojnar – k.wojnar@uw.edu.pl

Dorota Celińska-Janowicz – d.celinska@uw.edu.pl

Mirosław Grochowski - m.grochowski@uw.edu.pl

Aleksandra Gołdys - a.goldys@uw.edu.pl

Sylwia Borkowska-Waszak



Pillars of cooperation: ACADEMIC WARSAW INITIATIVE 
http://akademicka.warszawa.pl/

Education
• Commissioned courses
• Regular courses: urban studies, local
governance, urban planning

• City scholarschips
• The Warsaw thesis award

Urban planning
• Strategy update #Warszawa2030
• Powiśle Campus
• Bureau for Innovation in Academic 
Space BIPA

• Development foresight

Services for residents
• Biennale Warszawa
• Powiśle Project
• Open University
• Volunteering: Initiatives for the 
Millieu



Academic Warsaw Initiative
http://akademicka.warszawa.pl/

• List of theses about Warsaw, 

• Database of experts 

• Internship and first-time-job 
offer for students and 
graduates

• Weekly meetings “Expert 
Wednesdays” 

• Informal thematic working 
groups and task groups

• Study in Warsaw” guide

• Commissioned academic 
courses and workshops on 
Warsaw Participatory tools 
(civic budget, local initiative, 
local community centres, etc.)



Open University Initiative
https://www.uo.uw.edu.pl/



The University Volunteer Centre
https://wolontariat.uw.edu.pl/

Initiatives for the Millieu:
• they refine their idea;
• establish cooperation with a partner (NGO, enterprise, institution);
• they receive the support of a mentor.



Bureau for Innovation in Academic Space BIPA
(Biuro Innowacji Przestrzeni Akademickiej)

TRANSDISCIPLINARY

ACADEMIC ENTREPRENEURSHIP



Biennale Warszawa: New Metropolitan Mainstream
worldmap.harvard.edu/maps/nmm-warsaw



Pillars of cooperation: POLITICAL WILL 

21st April 2017: prof. Hanna Gronkiewicz-Waltz, the President of Warsaw and prof. 
Marcin Pałys, Rector of the Warsaw Universityigned the agreement .

Priorities:
• joint conferences, seminars, workshops, trainings, 
presentations, demonstrations, lectures,
• participation in committees, advisory teams,
• joint research and analysis,
• transfer of data, research results and analyzes, including the 
provision of the content of diploma theses related to Warsaw,
• recognition of issues relevant to city in the didactic 
process, among others in creating the topics of diploma theses,
• student and graduate internships, volunteering in
organizational units of the Capital City of Warsaw
• joint promotional and informational activities of events 
organized in connection with the implementation of the 
Agreement.
The agreement concerns cooperation for a period of 10 years 
with the possibility of extension.



Thank you for your attention!

k.wojnar@uw.edu.pl

mailto:k.wojnar@uw.edu.pl
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