
Hidden energy poverty: The student 

perspective



Welcome!





SAVES 2 is a student engagement project 
running in seven countries

• Funded by Horizon 2020 (Coordination and Support 
Action)

• Started 1st May 2017 and ending January 2021

• Builds on SAVES 1 (April 2014 – March 2017)

• Partnership of 11 organisations based in 8 different 
countries

• The project has focused on students and energy poverty, 
a group that is often over-looked

• NUS UK manages the consortium



There are 11 organisations in 8 different 
countries

Student engagement delivery partners (country partners) deliver SSO and 
SSO+ to 14+ universities

• NUS UK (UK) 

• Union of Students in Ireland (Ireland)

• University of Sofia (Bulgaria)

• University of Bucharest (Romania)

• University of Cyprus (Cyprus)

• Vilnius Gediminas Technical University (Lithuania)

• Technical University of Crete (Greece)

• National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (Greece)

Technical partners (delivery of online energy 
dashboard):

De Montfort University & Ecovisum (UK)

Dissemination partner: 

UNICA (Belgium)



We chose our participating countries due 
to high levels of energy poverty



SAVES 2 is made of two different 
campaigns

Student Switch Off – student behaviour change campaign 
in university dormitories

Student Switch Off+ - engagement with students in the 
private rented sector around smart metering, energy 
efficiency, and helps reduce their exposure to fuel poverty



Dormitory 
coordinators 
training



Working with students in 
dormitories



Awareness-raising social media 
competitions
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Celebrating end of year achievements

End of year prize to the dormitory 
that saves the most energy



SSO+ engaged students in the private 
rented sector

Advice on EPCs, tariffs, smart meters, energy-
efficiency, understanding energy bills, rights to 
request energy improvement to help reduce exposure to 
energy poverty



There are a number of activities as part of 
SSO+

• Regular emails to students living in the private rented 
sector on advise

• Training session at the start of the academic year (free 
for all students’ unions to use) & live Facebook Q&A

• Materials eg: Mock energy bill

• Regular social media posts and competitions

• Surveys and focus groups



SSO+ engaged students in the private 
rented sector



Proud of what we have achieved so far –
impact discussed in further sessions!


