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1. Expectations vs. Reality

EASY JOB 

SEARCH
Not enough Entry-level/Junior positions

RESPECTED 

HCP

MAKING A 

CHANGE

OPPORTUNITY

TO GROW

General perspective: Pharmacist = sellers of drugs

Rigid systems/regulations

Lack of learning opportunities and practical training



1. Expectations vs. Reality

What is taught ≠ What is needed

No equal access to job opportunities across Europe

Quality of studies (MPharm., PhD.) different across Europe 

R&D

No equal resources
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Regulatory Affairs Associate



1. Expectations vs. Reality
Regulatory Affairs Officer



2. Challenges
No internships 

outside 

pharmacy

Lack of 

Soft-Skil ls

Lacking 

real-life skills

Further implementation  

of different internships 

and Soft-Skills Trainings

Encourage students to develop 

outside of the studies 

(e.g. volunteering, congresses)



2. Challenges

Outdated 

curricula

Wrong 

motivation 

for studying

Not enough 

innovative 

teaching 

methods

Not knowing 

what is out 

there for you

Covering a wider 

spectrum of topics 

(e.g. Economics, 

regulatory)

Implement 

different 

evaluation 

techniques

Personalised 

teaching 

approach

Provide students 

with information 

related to their 

career opportunitie



3. Lessons learned

A bigger 

variety of 

internships 

included

Building a 

fit-for-future 

curricula

Empowering 

students to 

become lifelong 

learners

Students’ 

inclusion in the 

decision-

making process
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4. What is EPSA doing

Collect and present the European pharmaceut ica l

students ’ and recent graduates’ opin ion on teaching

methodologies ut i l ized by facu lt ies of pharmacy in Europe.

The outcomes of the surveys are meant to assist

educators and pol icymakers to improve the European

pharmaceutical education.



4. What is EPSA doing

80 questions, divided 

into 15 parts

1478 responses from 31 different European 

countries

On this journey, we were encouraged and 

supported by The European Association of 

Faculties of Pharmacy (EAFP)



4. What is EPSA doing

93% of students expressed their desire for more inclusion of 
soft skills in the European pharmaceutical curricula. 

“ “

https://www.epsa-online.org/methodology-booklet/



4. What is EPSA doing

propose how  Soft-Skil ls should be  

ta ught f rom the  pharmaceutica l 

students’ perspective and envision 

how a Soft-Ski l ls course

should be conceptua l ized

European pharmaceutical  students 

and recent graduates within 

36 European countries

24th of October 2019 – 8th of 

February 2020

1508 responses



4. What is EPSA doing

Å Propose how different teaching too l s

should be implemented in 

pharmaceutical  education and how the 

knowledge tra nsfer between educators 

and students could be improved from 

the pharmaceutica l students’ 

perspective. 

Å How progressive d ig ital isation could be 

incorporated in the education process





Thank you!

vp.edu@epsa-online.org

edu.affairs@epsa-online.org
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