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* The presence of Universities in their cities impacts:
e economic dynamics,

* demographical renewal,

* transition to carbon neutrality,

 communal relationships.

Privileged pit stops in the route of knowledge and innovation fluxes.
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COVID 19:

* interconnectedness between people and territory can be weakened by
mainstreaming the de-materialization of interpersonal relationships in general,

Advantages:

* Less commuting,
* Less re-locating;
* Less expenses;

e Carbon print
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HOWEVER:

Disadvantages:

Less fluid communication and natural / non-planed interactions;
Weakening academic spirit,

Increasing “bubble effect’ (people stay where they already are with the conditions, influences
and stimuli they are lucky or unlucky to have); GLOBALIZATION DOESN’T NECESSARILY MEAN
COSMOPOLITISM — need to actively “break this algorithm”;

Unequal University and learning experiences;

Technology carbon-print; homes require adaptations; more importantly: consumption habits.

Said relationship remains essential and can be improved in many ways.
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e States’ central and local government and Universities as stakeholding
partners.
* Universities to serve the city.
* Interaction between local population and students’ - science as

intermediary;
* Learning from each other and solving problems together:

Citizens with critical tools:
+ self-sufficient;
+ resilience



UNICA STUDENT CONFERENCE

Science in the City
Topic 1

* The COVID pandemic showed how the interconnectedness between
people and territory can be weakened by mainstreaming the de-
materialization of interpersonal relationships in general, but it also
highlighted the ways in which said relationship remains essential and

can be improved. : :
* Full academic experience;

* Social integration;

* Interpersonal dynamics;
Soft-skills;

 More stimuli;

 Easier communication;
* Fluid knowledge and cultural exchanges
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CONCLUSIONS

LIFE-LONG LEARNING OPTIONS
CITIZENS’ SCIENCE

LEARNING CITIES

DIGITAL CHALENGES

HYBRID LEARNING SYSTEMS

THE IMPORTANCE OF INFRASTRUCTURE.

SRS el [



UNICA STUDENT CONFERENCE

Science in the City
Topic 1

1. LIFE-LONG LEARNING OPTIONS
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2. CITIZENS SCIENCE

Better equipped to
- avoid fake-news;
- use science (up dated and validated knowledge) to benefit community
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turn outwards
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3. LEARNING CITIES
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4. DIGITAL CHALLENGES

avoid widening a digital divide
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4. DIGITAL CHALLENGES

solve as a collective

leveling knowledge
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4. DIGITAL CHALLENGES

pairing students
with citizens to provide technical assistance or even digital training
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4. DIGITAL CHALLENGES

pairing students
with citizens to provide technical assistance or even digital training
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5. HYBRID LEARNING

In-person



* Universities should be able to offer affordable housing for students and
scholars, as well as family-friendly services in campus or by partnering with
local government, as it attracts prestigious lecturers and scientists to on-site
teaching.

e Auditoriums, libraries and sport facilities may be shared between the city and
the university as spaces shared by both students and regular citizens (either
children in school years or working or retired adults) to foster community-
building and should even be seen as places for public deliberation.



UNICA STUDENT CONFERENCE

Science in the City
Topic 1

6. THE IMPORTANCE OF INFRASTRUCTURE



