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In Poland, citizen science projects started in 2008 when first 

Bioblitz action was organized in Sopot http://water.iopan.gda.pl/bio_blitz/

Polish maritime institutions became pioneers in citizen science. The first 

example is The Institute of Oceanology of the Polish Academy of Sciences

http://water.iopan.gda.pl/bio_blitz/


A Polish translation of the term 'citizen science' is 'nauka obywatelska'

Sense of the term „citizen science” can be lost in translation. The term 
„nauka obywatelska” has been understood as scientific research for the 

people, or not understood in discussion with researchers at all. 

There were also other translations, e.g „open research process” or 

„participatory scientific research”.

While „Nauka Obywatelska” (Citizen Science) might hand down the meaning 
rightfully, there could be problems with the term of „citizen scientist”.

„Volunteers engaged in citizen science” projects” would be the simplest  
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In Poland, there are only a few research papers on citizen science.

In 2013, citizen science was mentioned in EBIB – a professional journal for 
academic librarians..

The Polish edition of „Scientific American” (pl. „Świat Nauki”) also mentioned 
this idea.

Other scientific articles on this topic dates mostly for years 2022-2023

Citizen Science has been introduced in Poland by researchers working in the 

field of maritime protection and biodiversity. They conducted small scale 
projects that involved mostly the students of primary and secondary schools.

This may affect perception of citizen science as an idea for education.
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Activities that could be used for research purposes have been introduced 

by local activists since the beginning of 2019.

But probably, these activists might even 

never heard about citizen science and 

they did not consider themselves as 

citizen scientists.

https://drzewa.rado

m.pl/

https://drzewa.radom.pl/
https://drzewa.radom.pl/


In Poland, the recognition of the citizen science approach is still low, according to, so far, the 

best study on citizen science (Roszczyńska-Kurasińska & Wróblewska, 2023).

It was a study conducted among NGOs that could be an example of disseminators of citizen science 
movement. 

Enviromental organizations were asked whether they support their activities with some software and 

citizen science methods. The study revealed a technological gap in using citizen science software and 
tools. 

Examples of polish citizen science projects are pointed below. But finding these projects in the 
internet may be challenging.
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Summary of citizen science current state in Poland:

⚫ Researchers are still not familiar with the idea of citizen science. Those who involve this approach, 
do it in case of small-scale projects that have mostly education purposes.

⚫ At universities information about citizen science can be found mostly in scientific libraries

⚫ NGO’s and activists organize some activities but  they might be unaware about the citizen science 

movement.

⚫ There is no institutional support from any state or self-government authority.

⚫ There are no traditions of massive empirical research and people participation is low.

⚫ There are local projects that probably don’t know about other initiatives and don’t collaborate with 
others.

Many countries from the Eastern Europe or from other parts of the world may face similar 

problems. The creation of national citizen science organizations that could work on these 
issues  could be a solution.
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The solutions could be mostly top-down. The EU partnership could consider creating or supporting the 

citizen science umbrella organization e.g. 

1) National citizen science association that unites all citizen science activities in one country. (like in 
Czech Republic)

2) Widely known big project that could be apriopriate for every citizen. (like in Latvia)
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https://www.citizenscience.cz/ https://iesaisties.lv/

https://www.citizenscience.cz/
https://iesaisties.lv/
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IMPETUS project supports citizen 

science projects in Europe, 

creates better citizen science 

policies, and raises awareness 

about the projects’ results.

We need such a projects, but 

also new module would be 

useful here − the creation of 

national and transnational 
umbrella citizen science 

organizations.



Szymon Andrzejewski, University of Warsaw

Thank you!

s.andrzejewski@uw.edu.pl
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