/ eUu+

Challenges In promotion and
dissemination of citizen
science idea in Poland

Szymon Andrzejewski, University of Warsaw

Q SORBONNE
D UNIVERSITE

K@BENHAVNS L & 4
UNIVERSITET @
[

75 UNIVERSITE
%2’ DE GENEVE




Challenges of promotion and dissemination of citizen science in Poland

In Poland, citizen science projects started in 2008 when first
Bioblitz action was organized in SOPOt hip:mwateriopan.adapibio_blitz/

Polish maritime institutions became pioneers in citizen science. The first
example is The Institute of Oceanology of the Polish Academy of Sciences
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strona sponsorowana przez Komitet Badan Morza, Wojewodzki Fundusz Ochrony $rodowiska
oraz Instytut Oceanologii Polskie) Akademii Nauk

MORSKI
INSTYTUT
RYBACKI
PANSTWOWY
INSTYTUT
BADAWCZY

Nauka obywatelska (ang. citizen science) to nowy wymiar budowy spoteczerstwa
obywatelskiego. Polega na zbieraniu obserwacji przez uczestnikéw projektu, ktérzy za pomocg
internetu i posredniczacej instytucji naukowej tworzg powszechnie dostepng baze danych. Do
najstarszych tego rodzaju inicjatyw nalezg masowe akcje liczenia ptakéw w Wielkiej Brytanii,
mapy kwitnienia roslin ogrodowych sporzadzane przez tysiace wolontariuszy w Niemczech, czy
nowa, wioska akcja na Adriatyku tworzenia map wystepowania meduz, w ktérej wzielo udziat
tysigce plazowiczéw. W Polsce prekursorska akcja "nauki obywatelskiej" odbyta sie w roku
2011, gdy poproszono ludzi, by w czasie dwadch letnich tygodni obserwowali niebo w swojej
okolicy i przestali informacje o stopniu widocznosci gwiazd. Pozwolito to na sporzadzenie mapy
obszardw, gdzie Swiatla miast i zapylenie nie zaktdcajg obserwacji astronomicznych.

Akcjal Akcja 2
Projekt "Citizen Science” nad morzem Projekt ,Ukryta Woda® - 04.2014-03.2015
Akcja 3 Akcja 4
Dla zeglarzy i podréznikéw "Ocean literacy" czyli przeciwko analfabetyzmowi morskiemu
Akcja 5 Akcja 6
Akademia Smetowska - "Woda w naszym otoczeniu" "Water Front"
Akcja 7
"Plastik w rzekach”
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A Polish translation of the term 'citizen science' is 'nauka obywatelska'

Sense of the term ,,citizen science” can be lost in translation. The term
,nauka obywatelska” has been understood as scientific research for the
people, or not understood in discussion with researchers at all.

There were also other translations, e.g ,,open research process” or
»participatory scientific research”.

While ,Nauka Obywatelska” (Citizen Science) might hand down the meaning
rightfully, there could be problems with the term of ,citizen scientist”.
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In Poland, there are only a few research papers on citizen science.

In 2013, citizen science was mentioned in EBIB — a professional journal for
academic librarians..

The Polish edition of ,Scientific American” (pl. ,Swiat Nauki”’) also mentioned
this idea.

Other scientific articles on this topic dates mostly for years 2022-2023

Citizen Science has been introduced in Poland by researchers working in the
field of maritime protection and biodiversity. They conducted small scale
projects that involved mostly the students of primary and secondary schools.
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Activities that could be used for research purposes have been introduced
by local activists since the beginning of 2019.
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But probably, these activists might even
never heard about citizen science and
they did not consider themselves as
citizen scientists.


https://drzewa.radom.pl/
https://drzewa.radom.pl/
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In Poland,therecognition of the citizen science approachis still low, according to,so far, the
beststudy on citizen science (Roszczynska-Kurasinska & Wroblewska, 2023).

It was a study conducted among NGOs that could be an example of disseminators of citizen science
movement.

Enviromental organizations were asked whether they supporttheir activities with some software and
citizen science methods. The study revealed a technological gap in using citizen science software and
tools.
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Summary of citizen science current state in Poland:

. Researchers are still not familiar with the idea of citizen science. Those who involve this approach,
do it in case of small-scale projects that have mostly education purposes.

. At universities information about citizen science can be found mostly in scientific libraries

« NGO's and activists organize some activities but they might be unaware about the citizen science
movement.

. There is no institutional supportfrom any state or self-government authority.
« There are no traditions of massive empirical research and people participationis low.

. There are local projects that probably don’t know about other initiatives and don'’t collaborate with
others.

Many countries from the Eastern Europeor from other parts of the world may face similar
problems. Thecreation of national citizen scienceorganizations thatcould work onthese
iIssues could beasolution.
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The solutions could be mostly top-down. The EU partnership could consider creating or supporting the
citizen science umbrella organization e.g.

1) National citizen science association that unites all citizen science activities in one country. (like in
Czech Republic)

2) Widely known big projectthat could be apriopriate for every citizen. (like in Latvia)
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This WP will sat up an impact-driven

citizen science accalerator 1o support
the CSi selacted in the open calls of

“The overall objective of this WP is to
implement the annusl European
Union Prize for Citizen Science to
award outstanding CSis.

Led by Ars Electronica

=
WORK PACKAGE T:

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

The main objective of this
'WPis tn ensure smooth
performanca and delivery
of the results, at sll project
stages.

Led by Zabala

IMPETUS project supports citizen
science projects in Europe,
creates better citizen science
policies, and raises awareness
about the projects’ results.

We need such a projects, but
also new module would be
useful here —the creation of
national and transnational
umbrella citizen science
organizations.
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Thank you!

Szymon Andrzejewski, University of Warsaw
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