
ED-AFFICHE Student Survey
Students' insights into shaping the European Higher Education Area



ED-AFFICHE project
European Degree: Advancing, Facilitating and Fostering International Collaboration in Higher Education

Project Consortium: six complementary European University Alliances, bringing 51 diverse HEIs 
from 22 European countries

Overarching objectives

▪ Establish a comprehensive overview of the state of play of joint programmes in view of a 
European Degree label

▪ Make recommendations for the design of a European Degree label with a view to maximizing 
its attractiveness and potential impact 

▪ Contribute to the development of a more inclusive, accessible and transparent framework for 
the development of joint programmes

▪ Ensure synergies and drive forward Bologna tools and promote more flexibility 

▪ Promote innovative learning experiences that drive the visibility, attractiveness and 
competitiveness of European higher education at large 



Student Survey

Work Package 4: Recommendations for future European Degree label
Consultations with students on the attractiveness and composition of European Degree label

WP Leads: Catholic University of Valencia (EU-CONEXUS) and Charles University (4EU+)

▪ Target group: students of all study cycles

▪ Dissemination strategy and challenges
▪ Criteria: not all criteria from the mandatory and optional lists were assessed by students

▪ Translation into 10 languages

▪ Short explanatory video

Results: 
• 2546 responses from more than 20 countries, representing 24 study fields
• 60% of respondents were students of the 1st cycle, 30 % of the 2nd, and 10 % of 

the 3rd cycle
• 51% of respondents heard about joint programmes, 42% never heard of them, 

and only 6.5% study or studied international joint programme

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WD68TM5


Mandatory Criterion #1 - Higher 
education institutions involved
The joint programme is jointly designed 
and delivered by at least 2 higher 
education institutions from at least 2 
different EU Member States.

What we asked: how students perceive 
the fact that a study programme includes 
a mobility period in at least one foreign 
university

Replies: almost 70% of respondents 
considered this quite a relevant factor 
when choosing their study programme



Mandatory Criterion #2 -
Transnational joint degree delivery 
The joint programme leads to the award of 
a joint degree. Dissertations are co-
evaluated by supervisors or a committee 
with members from at least 2 different 
institutions located in 2 different 
countries.

What we asked: how valuable for students would

be to receive two separate diplomas (or more), one 

diploma, or one diploma endorsed by EU after

graduating from a joint programme

Replies: almost 65% of respondents would value 

receiving one single diploma jointly issued by more 

than one university and endorsed by the EU

However 52.5% of respondents would prefer being 

awarded separate diplomas from each of the 

participating institutions in comparison to only 

43% if the joint diploma did not include the 

European Degree Label



Mandatory Criterion #2 -
Transnational joint degree delivery 
The joint programme leads to the award of 
a joint degree. Dissertations are co-
evaluated by supervisors or a committee 
with members from at least 2 different 
institutions located in 2 different 
countries.

Extra question: value of the EU endorsed
joint diploma
Asked to project what value a diploma jointly 
issued by more than one university and 
endorsed by the EU could embed, 70% 
indicated the job search in Europe (and only 
36% in non-European countries), followed by 
67,5% emphasizing a richer CV and 55% -
better recognition and visibility of received 
education



Mandatory Criterion #6 -
Transnational campus, access to 
services 
The joint programme provides enrolled 
students, regardless of their location, with 
seamless and free access to the 
participating HEI´s services such as e.g. IT 
services, shared infrastructure and 
facilities, (online) library services, faculty 
development and support, academic 
guidance and psychological counselling, 
career advice/mentoring, alumni systems

What we asked: how valuable for students would

be to have access to facilities of other universities 

(library, digital services, career guidance, e-

learning platforms, etc.)

Replies: out of all benefits a study programme

could have, the students placed highest value on 

the accessibility and openness of the campus 

services offered by other universities (78 %

responded to it either positively or very positively, 

with more than 50% said “Definitely yes”)

Worth noticing: open access and benefits of 

inter-campus services seem to be more important 

than the physical mobility itself and the possibility

to learn from teachers from different universities



Mandatory Criterion #7 - Flexible 
and embedded student mobility 
arrangements 
The joint programme includes at least 1 period of 
student physical mobility at another partner 
institution of at least 30 ECTS. 
The joint programme includes a total of at least 6 
months of physical mobility at another partner 
institution (including secondment). 

In addition to physical mobility, the joint programme
includes opportunities for doctoral candidates to 
participate in one or more of these activities at 
another partner institution: teaching activities, 
international events, international conferences, joint 
research scientific projects between partner 
institutions, joint research publications with 
researchers from partner institutions. 

What we asked: how students perceive the 
fact that a study programme includes a mobility 
period in at least one foreign University (see
Criterion #1)
Replies: while almost 70% of the respondents
appreciate the opportunity for physical 
mobility at another partner institution, 15% 
express a lack of perceived added value in such 
physical mobility
Worth noticing: more than 90% of the 
students who study or studied joint 
programmes emphasise it as an important



Mandatory Criterion #8 -
Multilingualism  
During the joint programme, each student 
is exposed to at least 2 different EU 
official languages, language classes 
excluded

What we asked: how valuable for students
would be the possibility to learn and study in 
the second language
Replies: almost 17% of respondents would not 
give any added value to multilingualism in their 
study programmes. On the other hand, almost 
65% of respondents did regard multilingualism 
as a decision-making factor when choosing 
a study programme.
Worth noticing: 20% of students who study 
or studied joint programme did not consider 
multilingualism an important or essential part 
of the curricula. The possibility to learn a 
second language looked the least appealing (!)
to the PhD students.



Mandatory Criterion #9 - Innovative 
learning approaches  
The joint programme includes embedded 
interdisciplinary and/or intersectoral 
components using student-centred and/or 
challenged-based approaches.

What we asked: how valuable for students
would be if the teachers applied non-
traditional, innovative teaching methodologies

Replies: more than 40% of respondents 
consider the use of non-traditional, innovative 
teaching methodologies as an essential part of 
their learning process, with another 30% who 
think that applying them would make a study 
programme more “quality” and attractive. Only 
for 3% of respondents this criterion would not 
play any role in choosing their studies.



Mandatory Criterion #11 –
Inclusiveness and sustainability  
The joint programme commits to wide 
participation through socially and 
geographically inclusive admission through 
tailored measures for all categories of 
disadvantaged students.  

The joint programme commits to respect the 
principles of the European Charter for 
Researchers and Code of Conduct for the 
Recruitment of Researchers and commits to 
the principles of the MSCA Green Charter. 

Optional Criterion #6 –
The joint programme includes components 
and actions related to environmental 
sustainability and implements measures to 
minimise the environmental footprint of its 
activities.

What we asked: how valuable for students would

be if the study programme:

• displayed values of inclusivity and accessibility

• developed democratic values and civic 

engagement

• is delivered taking the measures to minimise

environmental footprint

Replies: in selecting a study programme, 

inclusiveness would be a decisive factor for 65% 

of respondents. Additionally, 65% consider civic 

engagement critical, while 60% emphasize the 

importance of environmental sustainability in 

their decision-making process (while 39.91% of 

respondents find it either irrelevant or only slightly 

important).



Optional Criterion #3 – The joint 
programme supports future labour
market needs and/or includes 
cooperation with businesses and 
sectors in its curriculum. 

What we asked: how important for students
would be if the study programme included
future labour market needs and cooperation 
with businesses and sectors in its curriculum
Replies: A significant 92.95% of respondents 
deem this criterion crucial (considering it as 
essential or very important) when selecting a 
study programme.
When considering these findings alongside the 
students' tendency to associate the European 
degree label with enhanced employability 
opportunities, particularly within Europe, 
there is a compelling argument for 
classifying this criterion as mandatory –
ED-AFFICHE recommendation to EC



Optional Criterion #4 –
The joint programme provides 
opportunities for international 
professional internships/work 
based learning recognised through 
the award of ECTS.

Optional Criterion #5 –
The joint programme includes a 
career development plan devised 
with the candidate and/or exposure 
to the non-academic sector (such as 
internships, seminars, networking). 

What we asked: how important for students would

be if the study programme presented opportunities to 

get practical experience through internships, seminars, 

networking

Replies: 89,21% of respondents would appreciate 

their study programme offering opportunities to gain 

practical experience, i.e. internships, seminars, 

networking, etc. After having received such an 

important message from students, giving more 

importance to employability as a European Degree 

Label market characteristic is worth considering. This 

criterion interrelates with the previous one about 

labour market needs, and both were strongly demanded 

by the student respondents. These criteria may be 

merged to include a diversity of practical 

experience throughout the study programme.



Optional Criterion #7 –
The joint programme includes 
components and actions related to 
the development of high-level digital 
skills of students, it offers high 
quality digital education content, as 
well as assessment of student skills. 

What we asked: how important for students
would be if the study programme helped to 
develop high-level digital skills
Replies: 73.72% of respondents consider this 
criterion essential or important when selecting 
their study programme. Analysing the opinions 
of students in the context of all optional 
criteria, 39,13 % of students highlighted the 
expectation that the programme helps to 
develop high-level digital skills, and it was the 
3rd best rated optional criterion after #3 and 
#4 (career oriented). ED-AFFICHE 
recommendation to EC – make it a valid
mandatory criterion.



Summary

Most valuable for students:

▪ To personalise their individual student plan the most (weighted average of 4.34 in the scale from 1 to 5). 
Although this aspect was not directly covered by any of the proposed criterion, we consider that it should be 
the guiding attitude towards international cooperation.

▪ Transnational campus benefits and the access to facilities of other universities (library, digital services, career 
guidance, e-learning platforms, etc.) (Criterion #6, weighted average 4.18). 

▪ Innovative learning approaches was the third most voted feature (Criterion #9 of joint programmes (weighted 
average 4.51).

▪ Priority and expectations towards better employability after graduating from a joint programme and receiving 
one joint diploma endorsed by the EU (Criterion #2, weighted as 2,59 out of 3, or 65% of respondents 
indicated it valuable). 

▪ Prioritising the study programmes with embedded university-industry cooperation and hands on experience, 
(Optional Criterion #3 and #4), with the help of career guidance services (Optional Criterion #5), would lead 
to a better career prospects 

▪ The focus on the development of high-level digital skills is the last Optional criterion which stands out 
(weighted average of 4.02) from the rest of optional criteria. 



Thank you!
Marta Jaworska-Oknińska, PhD
University of Warsaw
4EU+ Alliance
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