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Introduction
Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra 

(Alcalá de Henares 1547 – Madrid 1616)



1. Origins and Early 
Years.

Cervantes House. Alcalá de Henares Church of Santa María, Alcalá de 
Henares

Baptismal certificate, October 9, 1547



Alcalá de Henares (Anton van der Wyngaerde, 1565)



2. Education and 
Literary Beginnings.

Real Provisión to the bailiff Juan de Medina 
ordering the arrest of Miguel de Cervantes for

wounding Antonio de Segura. Registro 
General del Sello (RGS), September 1569. Información de limpieza de sangre of Rodrigo 

de Cervantes prepared for Miguel de 
Cervantes, 22 December 1569. Archivo 

Histórico de Protocolos de Madrid (AHPM), 
Tomo 490, fols. 982r–984r.

At the age of twenty-two, Miguel de Cervantes 
made his literary debut with several elegiac

poems included in Historia y relación 
verdadera de la enfermedad, felicísimo 

tránsito y suntuosas exequias fúnebres de la 
serenísima reina doña Isabel de Valois (1569), 
edited by the Madrid humanist Juan López de 

Hoyos. In the prologue, López de Hoyos 
referred to Cervantes as "our dear and 

beloved disciple"



3. Italy and the Renaissance 
Experience

Prologue to *La Galatea* (1585), in which Cervantes 
speaks of his time with Acquaviva in Rome. “while I 

was his assistant in Rome…”

Cardinal Giulio Acquaviva (1546-1574)



4. The Soldier of Lepanto

List of persons granted subsistence allowances ordered by John of 
Austria in 1572.

The Battle of Lepanto on October 7, 1571

“Cervantes in Lepanto” Augusto Ferrer-Dalmau 
Nieto. 2017



5. Five Years of Captivity
in Algiers

Portrait of Juan de 
Austria (1545-1578)

The official record of the release of "Miguel de 
Cervantes, a native of Alcalá de Henares, 
thirty-one years of age, son of Rodrigo de 
Cervantes and Doña Leonor de Cortinas."



6. Return to Spain: Frustration and Perseverance

Statue of Catalina de Salazar 
(1565–1626) in Esquivias 

(Toledo)

Ottoman Mostaganem fortress, Algeria



6. Return to Spain: Frustration and Perseverance

Los baños de Argel (El trato de 
Argel) 1582 El cerco de Numancia 1585First Edition La Galatea. Alcalá de Henares. 1585 Modern Edition La Galatea. Cátedra. 

2006



7. Tax Collector, Royal Official, 
and Imprisonment

Illustrations by Miguelanxo Prado & David Rubín for the “Centro Virtual Cervantes”



8. The Triumph of Don Quixote

“Apocryphal Quixote” or “Avellaneda's
Quixote” (1614)

“The Second Part of Don Quixote” by 
Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra 

(1615)
Don Quixote”. First edition. Madrid 1605.



Eight Comedies and Eight New 
Interludes Never Before 

Performed (1615)

9. Final Years and Literary Legacy

Exemplary Novels (1613) Journey to Parnassus (1614)

The Trials of Persiles and 
Sigismunda (published 
posthumously in 1617)



.

9. Final Years and Literary Legacy

Convent of the Trinitarians in Madrid, where Cervantes rests.

The death of Don Quixote by Gustave Doré (1863)
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Actor Pere Ponce in character as Cervantes during the filming of "Tiempo de 
hidalgos"—the eleventh episode of the RTVE series *El Ministerio del Tiempo*—in 

Alcalá de Henares; the episode aired on February 29, 2016.
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