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INVITED SPEAKERS
· K. Vandenberghe 
Deputy Head of cabinet of Commissioner for European Science & Research
Kurt Vandenberghe is deputy head of the cabinet of Janez Potočnik, European Commissioner for Research and Development.  He is in charge of coordinating the research area and the EU research framework programme. 

Previously, he was a member of the cabinet of European Research Commissioner Philippe Busquin, where he was in charge of life sciences, biotechnology, public health, space policy, transport, science and society issues, ethical questions and press and communication.  

Kurt joined the European Commission in 1996 as co-ordinator of the Commission’s Intermodal Transport Task Force and of the Transport Research Programme.  He subsequently was co-ordinator of DG Transport’s relations with the European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of Regions. 

Before entering the Commission, Kurt worked for 4 years as a manager at Ernst & Young Association Management, where he set up, managed and represented international trade associations.  Assignments included FreightForward Europe, a lobby group of the world’s nine largest freight forwarding companies, and the US automotive components industry.  

After reading French and Italian literature at the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (KUL) and obtaining a degree in Public and International Affairs at the University Catholique de Louvain-la-Neuve (UCL), Kurt gained a Master of Arts degree in International Relations at the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies (S.A.I.S.) in Bologna, Italy and Washington D.C., US. 

With a couple of friends, Kurt created and steers the Flemish Foundation for Quality Journalism (Fonds Pascal Decroos voor Bijzondere Journalistiek) and the VZW Scriptieprijs.  He is Vice-President of the Brussels chapter of SAIS Johns Hopkins Alumni. 
· M. Dewatripont
Université Libre de Bruxelles & member ERC

Born in 1959, Mathias Dewatripont is Professor of Economics at ECARES (European Centre for Advanced Research in Economics and Statistics), Université Libre de Bruxelles. He has been part-time Visiting Professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology since 1998. He holds undergraduate and Master degrees in Economics from Université Libre de Bruxelles and a Ph.D. in Economics from Harvard University. His general research area is the economic theory of contracts and incentives, with applications to banking and corporate finance, transition economics, industrial economics and the theory of organizations (including academic organizations). He has published widely in these areas in international journals and is the recent co-author (with Patrick Bolton) of the graduate textbook Contract Theory (MIT Press, 2005). Fellow of the Econometric Society (the leading world association of academic economists) since 1993, he has been Member of its Council (1999-2002 and 2005- ) and one of the three Programme co-chairs of its 2000 World Congress (Seattle). In 1998, he was laureate of the Francqui Prize, awarded every year to a Belgian scientist under the age of 50; in 2003, he received the Jahnsson Medal, awarded every two years by the Jahnsson Foundation and the European Economic Association (the leading association of academic economists in Europe) to one or two European-based academic economists under the age of 45. In 2005, he was the President of the European Economic Association. Since 1998, he has been Research Director of the Centre for Economic Policy Research, a network of around 700 academic economists based in Europe and North America. Since 2001, he has been a member of European Commission Presidents R. Prodi and J.M. Barroso’s Group of Economic Policy Analysis. He is also a member of the Economic Advisory Group on Competition Policy of the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Competition. And since 2005, he has been a founding member of the Scientific Council of the European Research Council.
· L. Karapiperis
 Advisor responsible for new initiatives in ERA, DG Research, European Commission

Leonidas Karapiperis was born in Thessaloniki, Greece, in 1952. He obtained a B.Sc. in Mathematical Physics from Sussex University, U.K. and a Ph.D. in physics from Cornell University, U.S.A. After seven years as researcher at Thomson-CSF, France, he joined the European Commission’s ESPRIT programme in 1988 where he worked for four years. Subsequently he held positions in DG XII/DG Research on science and technology relations with Eastern Europe, Russia and East Asian countries. From 1995-1999 he served at the Delegation of the European Commission in Japan, where he acted as Head of the Press and Information Service. Since 1999 he is Adviser at DG Research, and has been involved in the definition of the new instruments of the Sixth Framework Programme for Research (FP6), the coordination with national and European research programmes and organisations, and the preparation of FP7.

FP7: Challenges for European Universities
The 7th Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development was launched in January 2007 with a significantly increased budget and great expectations. As pointed out by the Commission already when it made its first proposal in April 2005, this will not be "just another Framework Programme".  By virtue of its content, organisation, implementation modes and management structure, FP7 is designed so as to make a key contribution to the re-launched Lisbon strategy and the strengthening of the European Research Area. While maintaining a large degree of continuity with FP6, it introduces a number of major innovations, notably:

· The strengthening of frontier research in Europe through the setting up of the "European Research Council"

· The reinforced role of industry-led research in a number of selected strategic areas through the launch of major public-private partnerships in the form of "Joint Technology Initiatives" under Article 171 of the treaty

· A new European policy on Research Infrastructures
· An accrued attention to Europe's region, with two targeted actions, "Regions of Knowledge" and "Research Potential"

· Rationalised "Funding Schemes"

· Simplified and more  "user-friendly" procedures, in particular with regard to proposal submission and reporting

· New funding provisions
· A "Guarantee Fund" and the "Risk Sharing Finance Facility"
· Externalisation of administrative operations (in particular Marie-Curie actions, support to SMEs), as well of the implementation of the ERC activities

The presentation will attempt to point out the specific challenges - and opportunities! -  that result from each of the above for European universities.

However, FP7 will not operate in isolation. As the key component of the Community effort to strengthen the "knowledge triangle" in Europe, it will be complemented by other major Community actions, such as the "Competitiveness and Innovation Programme" and the "European Institute of Technology", which university management should not lose sight of. 

· P.J. Aartsen

 Universiteit Van Amsterdam & VSNU Representative (Association of Universities in the Netherlands)

Dutch Universities & the implementation of the full cost model

Pieter-Jan Aartsen MA (1960) studied theology (Vrije Universiteit) and music (Sweelinck conservatory), both in Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

After a few years experience as teacher in secondary education and as choir conductor he decided to “re-educate” in Information Technology at the Open University, thus establishing a better balance between his affinity with figures and the “tangible world” on one hand and his occupation with letters and ideas on the other.

After seven years as a business consultant (implementing information systems, i.a. in cattle food trading and office furniture production) he decided to take the opportunity to join the university again. Since 1997, he is auditor at the central level at the Universiteit van Amsterdam, mainly occupied with quality assessments of business processes and the supporting Information Systems.

Since 2007 he is business controller, responsible for the (re-)design of the Financial Information System of the Universiteit van Amsterdam (SAP), among others to make it appropriate for the demands of FP7 cost calculation.

Most of his free time he is still dedicating to the Muses, mainly as a singer of Renaissance Polyphony. 

Interesting Links concerning Dutch universities and FP7 cost calculation:

www.vsnu.nl
www.finance-helpdesk.org/front/ShowCategory.aspx?CatId 

UNICA EXPERTS
· M. Groening, 
Stockholm University & UNICA EU Research officers’ coordinator
Mikael Gröning is since 2005 working as a Research Liaison Officer at Stockholm University. The Research Liaison Office has a staff of six qualified research advisors who all are dedicated to the internationalisation of the university. This includes the participation of Stockholm University in international research projects, and much emphasis is put on the participation in EU framework research projects. 

Mikael Gröning holds a Master of Science in Chemical Engineering and he received his PhD in Polymer Chemistry from the Royal Institute of Technology (KTH), Stockholm, in 2004. During his PhD studies he participated in three EU-projects funded under FP5, which awakened his interest for working with EU research support. He is currently studying for an Executive Master of Business Administration (MBA) and is particularly interested in innovation systems and the exploitation of research results.

· L. Zinner,
 University of Vienna
Lucas Zinner joined the University of Vienna in 2004. He is Vice Director of the Research Services and International Relations Office. He helped launch and implement a variety of Doctoral Programs, the so called Initiativkollegs, and is in charge of the University wide Research and Activities Documentation System.

Lucas Zinner studied Mathematics at the University of Vienna and gained PostDoc experiences in Sweden and the Technical University of Vienna. His main field of research was complex analysis, but he also worked in 

Econometrics and System Theory. Before joining the University of Vienna again he was Scientific Administrator in the Austrian Science Fund (FWF) responsible for Mathematics, Computer Science and Engineering. There he was also program manager of the "Translational Research" funding scheme aiming to support research that extends and adapts results from basic research to specific applications.

· I. Vickers
 University College London

Dr Ilse Vickers is currently employed by University College London where she has the dual role of Director of Research Europe and Adviser on European Research Strategy Dr Vickers regularly gives papers or chairs events on EU funding of research. She has on a number of occasions acted as the Independent Observer in the EC evaluation process.

Ilse Vickers took part in the mid-term review of FP6 where inter alia she participated in the debate on the effectiveness of the new FP6 instruments with a presentation to DG Research on ‘UK universities’ experience in FP6’. In March 2006 the Commission invited her to be the Rapporteur for three dedicated EU workshops on the main FP6 instruments, the IP, NoE and STREP. An EC document covering these events entitled ‘Key Findings, Recommendations and Lessons for FP7” can be found on the Commission website. Since May 2007, Ilse Vickers is the European Advisory Consultant for the British Academy.
For more information on the University College London EU Research Office activities, please visit the following website: www.ucl.ac.uk/research/europe
· A. Bjelis, 
Rector University of Zagreb 

Born 2 February 1947 in Rijeka, Croatia. Married, two children.

Bachelor of science (physics) - 1970, Faculty of Science, University of Zagreb.

Master of science - 1974, University of Zagreb.

PhD - 1978, University of Zagreb ("Dynamical properties of quasi-one-dimensional electron-phonon systems". Supervisor: S. Barišić).

Employment:

In the period 1971 - 1986 at the Institute of Physics of the University, Zagreb, as assistant, researcher, head of the group, and director. 

From 1986 at the Department of Physics, Faculty of Science, University of Zagreb (1986 -1989, assistant professor; 1990 - 1996, associate professor; from 1997 full professor). 

In the period 1990 - 1997, Vice-dean of the Faculty of Science.  

From 2000 to 2002 Dean of the Faculty of Science.  

From 2002 to 2006, Vice-rector for science and development of the University of Zagreb.

From 2006 to present, Rector of the University of Zagreb

Membership of professional bodies:
President of the Committee for the International Co-operation of the University of Zagreb in the period 1995 – 2002. 

From 2001 to 2005 member of the National Council for High Education of Republic of Croatia.

From 2003 Croatian representative in the Bologna Follow-up Group (BFUG), leading European body for the implementation of the Bologna Declaration.

In the period 2004-2005 member of the BFUG Stocktaking Working Group, in charge of the preparation of the report for the Conference of European Ministers Responsible for Higher Education in Bergen, 19-20 May 2005. 

From 2002 Croatian representative in the Steering Committee on Higher Education and Research, Council of Europe.

From 2004 president of the Committee for Implementation and Follow-up of the Bologna Process of the Croatian Rectors’ Conference. 
Member of the European Physical Society and of the Croatian Physical Society.

Lecturer:

Classical Mechanics, Nonlinear Phenomena in Physics (graduate); Solid State Physics, Nonlinear Continua, Charge and Spin Density Waves (postgraduate), at the Faculty of Science, University of Zagreb. Charge and Spin Density Waves at Troisième cycle de la physique en Suise Romande, Université de  Lausanne, Switzerland. Supervisor of six PhDs (two finished), and four Master theses (all finished) at the University of Zagreb.
Scientific activity:

About 70 scientific publications, published mostly in international open journals. Invited talks at about fifteen international conferences, schools, etc. Participation at about twenty five international conferences. Visiting professor and/or scientist at about twenty universities and scientific institutes in France, U. S. A., Canada, Italy, Switzerland, Slovenia and Hungary. Referee for few leading journals in the field of physics. 

His research activity is of theoretical character, and covers different problems in the condensed matter physics, mostly in physics of dimensionally reduced systems, and can be provisionally divided into few groups of topics: (i) electron-phonon and electron-electron correlations in the tight-binding approach, (ii) three-dimensional ordering of charge density waves in organic chain compounds, (iii) nonlinear dynamics of charge density waves, (iv) influence of external magnetic field on charge and spin density waves, and (v) general analyses of commensurate-incommensurate transitions in uniaxial systems.

· P. Petersen
 University Copenhagen

Poul Petersen obtained a doctoral degree in Biology from the University of Copenhagen in 1986. Initially, he worked for 12 years in the private industry, mainly within aquaculture and water treatment systems. During this period, he was employed for 8 years at the development department of the large Swedish company, Tetra Pak. While employed at Tetra Pak, he was the co-inventor of 2 inventions that were later patented by the company.

During EUs’ 5 Framework Programme, (FP5, 1998-2002), Poul Petersen worked as the Danish National Contact Point (NCP) for the “Growth” and “SME” Programmes.

Since 2002 he has been employed as Chief Adviser/EU Liaison Officer at the University of Copenhagen, Denmark.

During FP6, (2002-2006), he has been involved in the writing of seven project proposals of which five have been approved by the Commission. 

In May 2006, he was appointed by the Danish Ministry of Science to be the Danish member of the Commissions “Expert Working Group”. This group has been elaborating the FP7 Model Grant Agreement and Financial Guidelines.
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