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Beyond On-line Publication Lists. The Promise of Open Archives

Herbert Hrachovec

The economics of academic research differ significantly from ordinary market transactions. Covered by a traditional interest in „the advancement of science“ and protected by constitutional guarantees to uphold the freedom of scholarly investigations, the output of academia has traditionally been regarded as an anomaly in terms of capital investment and profitability. Aerospace, defense expenditures and recent developments in the bio-sciences are obvious exceptions, but most time-honoured university disciplines remained outside the scope of commodification.

The advent of digitally enhanced knowledge society is rapidly changing this setup. Librarian resources are increasingly supplemented and transformed by information available through data exchange and on the web. As the Gutenberg galaxy contracts the scholarly community, which used to be closely linked to academic publishing, faces a new set of challenges. 

Two options seem set to dominate future developments. One way to go is to assimilate scientific activities to ordinary business models, treating research output as economic assets of particular persons or institutions. Alternatively, one could use communication technologies to substantially enhance the free exchange of ideas actually implemented in academic culture. This is what the „Open Archive Initiative“ is about.
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