UNICA Student Conference 2004 ‘Unity and Diversity in Europe, the Question of Identity’, 27 - 30 October 2004 

The third UNICA student conference took place on the 27-30 of October in Amsterdam. It was hosted by the Universiteit van Amsterdam (UvA) and the Hogeschool van Amsterdam (HvA). The participants were assigned to discuss the following topic “Unity and Diversity in Europe, the Question of Identity”. Around 250 students from twenty-six European countries arrived in the Dutch capital to consider the current European issues and to project visionary images of the future of Europe. The students were offered a rich four-days programme where plenary sessions varied with intense forum debates and attractive social activities. 

The Opening ceremony took place on Wednesday afternoon, the 27 of October. Tow key speakers Prof. Paul van der Heijden, rector magnificus at the UvA and Prof. Michael Wintle, head of the Department of the European Studies at the UvA gave a warm and inspiring welcome to participants. Further on the visitors had an opportunity to take a look at images of “European Identity”. The posters were specially designed for the conference by each participating country. That day students and guests could briefly enjoy the views of Amsterdam during an arranged boat trip and make more personal acquaintances at the reception offered by the City Hall of Amsterdam.

On Thursday, the 28 of October, the participants embarked on discussions within ten fora, each having a specific topic. Particular attention should be given to the fact that specially trained in Scenario and Socratic methods Dutch chairs, all students of the UvA, conducted the discussions. Later that day the participants were challenged by a panel of scientific and professional experts with the following key-speakers amongst them:  R. Willems, President of Shell Nederland B.V., and Prof. O. von der Gablenz, Former Ambassador to Germany in the Netherlands. The audience responded eagerly upon the statements made by the panel members, and if not for the time restrictions debate would have lasted until late at night.  

On Friday, the 29 of October, the participants proceeded with the fora discussions. Their goal for the end of the day was to complete the set of scenarios and recommendations in order to present them next day to the jury. A marvellous sporting was even planned for Friday evening in the UvA sports centre, where the participants could have an opportunity to let the tension go and just enjoy sports and games. 

Saturday turned to be the climax day of the event. Dr. Sijbolt Noorda, Chair of the Board of the UvA and  Prof. Arthur Mettinger, president of the UNICA-network, officially announced the closing day. The comedy act specially written for the UNICA student conference by the comedy group Boom Chicago made everybody even more excited and tuned to meet the essential part of the day.  It was that far that after two months of on-line discussions and two days of hot arguments the final results per forum were to be presented to the competent jury. The presentations were divers and profoundly worked out. Next to the bureaucratic language of official recommendations to the EU Commission fora members involved much of humour and artistic techniques into their presentation, what didn’t let the public get bored even for a second.  

Dr. Wim F. Duisenberg, First President of the European Central Bank and Geoffrey Nice, QC, Prosecutor at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia gave their visions on the subtopics of the conference and their respective presentations. Ms. Kathalijne Buitenweg, MEP announced the winning forum number 9 “Communication Media and Consumerism”. Afterwards there was time for acknowledgments for the organization of the third UNICA student conference to the Universiteit van Amsterdam in general and to the UNICA project team in particular, represented by Esmee Duman, Irina Otmakhova, Guido de Wilde en Jerke van der Woerdt and of course to the Dutch chairs, that knew how to get the best out of their groups. On Saturday night everybody was invited to the party where students could once again enjoy being together and celebrate the success of the conference. 

